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TO MY MOTHER
(Died 8th July 1908)



FOREWORD.

The great questions which all men ask are the same.
What is the nature of God? What is the true nature of
man ? How can man attain that for which he came into the
world ?  To these questions, many answers are given. The
Cliristian auswer is Christ. This answer is simpler than
that of any other religion; it is also more profound,

and after so many centuries, the world has not yet fully
grasped it,

Since the life of Christ was lived in the world, faith in
Him is not mere imagination, but must grow out of a study
of His words and works, and hence, the Bible (and espe-
C.lall'y the Gospels), is the unchanging foundation of Christian
faith. There are no secrets in Christianity ; the records
are open to all to read, and to understand as best they can.
No one can claim to know much of the Christian faith unless
he comes to it by way of the Christian Scriptures. The
writer of this book has gathered up for us the results of
his own pondering and study of the Scriptures, and has
expounded for us what he has come to understand of the
answers to man’s questions. He deals with God and God’s
relation to man, with sin and failure, and shows how Christ,
the only true Man who has ever lived, has realised man’s
destiny in the world, and by his divine-human life has made
the bridge between God and man, and made accessible to
all men the life of God.

That such study is of the highest importance for Chris-
tians, no one can doubt, While I do not agree with all the
details of interpretation here set forward, I think that no
one could read this book carefully, and with an open Bible



i

beside him, without finding his grasp of truth strengthened
and confirmed. For Non-Christians also, the story of the
Christian Scriptures and the Christian faith is very impor-
tant. Christ has received the enthusiastic homage of many
in India, who do not call themselves Christians. The
challenge of His life and teachings cannot be set aside. He
is already in many ways the greatest force in Indian life.
It is longed therefore, that Non-Christians also, will read
this book sympathetically and with care. The real test of
religion is what it can do for the poor and simple, the sin-
tul and the outcaste. Those who do not accept the Christian

Gospel must ask themselves seriously whether they have a
better and fuller message for those who have the greatest
need of God’s grace.

STEPHEN NEILL.
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