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ABRIDGEMENT OF GOOD’S BOOK OF NATURE.

CHAP. vi.] Sympathy and Fascination. [PART II.

6. The power possessed by some of the class of fishes,

particularly the torpedo and electric eels is also inexpli

cable to us. These animals have the power, on being touch

ed with the hand, or even with a stick, of rendering the

hand and limb of the person who touches them numb, and,

as it were, lifeless.

7. An electric eel was lately exhibited at Paris; a doc- |

tor present, was foolish enough to seize the creature with

both hands. It gave him such severe shocks that he leap- |

ed about and screamed violently, and then fell into con

vulsions. He could not shake the eel from his grasp, till

his hands were plunged into water, when it dropped off.

The doctor was ill for a long time, and doubtless resolved

never to touch another electric eel.

8. There are tribes of men, who possess a power of fas

cinating serpents and scorpions. Some have this power

naturally, others acquire it by means of using certain herbs.

The race of serpent-catchers in Africa have, naturally,

power over the most venomous of these reptiles. Bruce,

the traveller, asserts that he has seen these men seize poi

sonous serpents, and eat them up alive, from tail to head

like a carrot; while the snakes seemed torpid and unable

to bite or defend themselves in any way. This charm or

fascination is to us entirely unaccountable.

9. But snakes can fascinate in their turn. The rattle

snake, in particular, is famous for this power. It is said

the rattlesnake will fix its eyes intently on a bird or squir

rel, and the poor little animals thus charmed have no pow

er to move away, but keep drawing nearer and nearer the

serpent, and at last enter into his mouth, which has all the

timebeen open to receive them, and are instantly devoured.

10. Some philosophers account for this fascinating pow

er, by supposing the serpents secrete a vapor or peculiar

ordor, which they can throw around them to a certain

distance at pleasure. This vapor acts on the nerves of

animals which approach within its range, and renders them

stupid, or rather intoxicated; just as men can charm trout

and other fresh water fishes by rubbing the hand with

assafoetida, and holding it in the water.

[Translation of the foregoing.]
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11. But after all our attempts to examine the Book of

Nature, we must not expect to understand its mysteries.

Man cannot know either the beginning or the end or the
final destination of any thing that is created; he can only

observe what exists, and the conditions under which it ex

ists, and the order and regularity of its nature and life

ABBOTT'S LESSONS ON MORALS,

(Adapted to Hindu Readers.)

Lesson I.-CoNscience. (Continued.)

Conscience remonstrates while we are doing wrong.

God only can know all things. Do you know what remonstrates means? Suppose soue
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children, playing in a garden, were to go to a tree, and get

some mango fruits which were not ripe, and which their

father had forbidden them to take; and suppose that one of

the children, more obedient than the rest, should stand by

and say, “You had better not to take these mangoes: it

is wrong; you ought not to do it; you ought not to disobey

father.” This would be remonstrating. Now, conscience

always remonstrates when we are doing any thing wrong.

We feel uneasy and unhappy while we are doing it; and

we cannot help thinking, all the time, that it is wrong, and

that we ought not to do it. This is conscience, remonstrat

ing with us, and endeavouring to keep us from sin.

Conscience reproaches us after we have done wrong,

and makes us anxious, unhappy, and afraid. We are a

fraid that some body saw us, or will, in some way, find

out the wrong we have done. We are unhappy. We

cannot help thinking of the sin, though we try to forget it.

When we are alone, conscience reproaches us; it reminds

us of our guilt, and we feel ashamed and wretched. We

are afraid, too. We dare not be alone. We know that

we have offended God, and committed wickedness, and

our hearts sink with fear. O, how much better would it

be for us always to do right, than thus to wound conscience

and load our hearts with anxiety and suffering. But there

is one thing more to be said of conscience. It is this:

Conscience becomes quiet again when we confess the

wrong that we have done, and resolve to do so no more.

It is probable that the principal reason why God has given

us conscience, is to prevent our doing wrong; and so when

we cease to do wrong, it generally ceases to give us pain.

If a person is only intending to do something wrong, but

has not yet begun to do it, and his conscience is warning

him, and making him feel restless and uneasy, he can very

easily quiet its warnings, and obtain peace of mind again.

And how? why, simply by giving up his design of doing

wrong, and determining to do right. If he has already

done wrong, and injured any one by it, —then if he will

determine to do so no more, and confess his fault, and

make reparation for the injury, if he can,—then he will be

happy again.

A boy named Ramalingam found a small piece ofmoney

in his mother's chest. He took it, and determined to

keep it himself. He thought that, if his father should ask

him where he got it, he could tell him that he found it.

“For,” said he to himself, “I did find it in the chest.” His

father did ask him, when he saw him playing with the

money; and he told him, according to the plan which he

had formed, that he found it. He felt guilty when he took

the money. He felt still more guilty when he told his

father that he found it. Then his father asked him where

he found it. Ramalingam had not expected this question.

He was confounded. He answered suddenly,"in the street.”

His father wondered who could have lost it, but he said

no more, and so Ramalingain escaped detection.

But, though he was pleased to find that he was not de

tected, his sense of guilt made him miserable. Every time

that he felt the money, the touch of it seemed to arouse

conscience to reproach him. Now, if he had gone at once

and returned the money to his father, and confessed that

he did not find it in the street, but that he took it from his

mother's chest he would have been happy again. Instead

of that, he went and bought cakes with the money. Some

of the cakes he ate himself, and the rest he gave to the

boys. Thus he fixed the feelings of guilt and wretchedness

in his mind; he made conscience his enemy, and prepared

himself to commit greater crimes.

Questions on LEsson 1.

Does conscience reprove children while they are doing what is wrong?

Does it continue to reprove them after they have done what is wrong’

Is there any way of regaining peace of mind after we have thus lost
it?

What is the way?

elate the story of Ramalingam?

Did he at first intend to tell an absolute falsehood?

Did he intend to deceive his father?

Did he in the end tell an absolute falsehood?

what did he gain by these sins?

What did he lose?

How might he have recovered his peace and happiness?

Did he do so?
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Principles of English Grammar.

(BY WILLIAM LEN NIE.)

Ery MoloG Y.

Etymology treats of the different sorts of words, their various modifica

tions, and their derivation. - -

There are nine parts of speech: Article, Noun, Adjective, Pronoun, Verb

Adverb, Preposition, Interjection and Conjunction.

or the A. RtiC Les.

An Article is a word put before a noun, to show the extent of its mean

ing; as, a man.

There are two articles, a or an and the A is used before a consonant. --

An is used beſore a vowel, or silent h; as, an age, an hour.

OB's ER v At 1o Ns.

* A is used before the long sound of u and before w and y; as, a unit,

a euphony, a ewe, a week, a year, such a one.—An is used before words

beginning with h sounded, when the accent is on the second syllable; as,

an heroic action; an historical account.

A is called the indefinite article, because it does not point out a partica

lar person of thing; as, a king; that is any king.

The is called the definite article, because it refers to a particular person

or thing; as, the king; that is, the king of our own country.

A noun without an article to limit it, is taken in its widest sense; as, Man

is mortal; namely all mankind.

A is used before nouns in singular number only. It is used before the

plural in nouns preceded by such phrases, as, a few, a great many; as a

few books; a great many apples.

The is used before nouns in both numbers; and sometimes before adverbs

in the comparative and superlative degree; as, the more I study granmar
the better l like it.
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sºuri–CHRISTIAN.

RULES FOR THE CONDUCT OF A CHRISTIAN LIFE.

(Abridged from “the practice of true Devotion” by Robert Nelson, Esq.)

2. Morning Prayer.—Wou must be sure never to omit your

morning devotions, however pressing and urgent your busi

ness may be. We cannot reasonably expect the blessing of

God upon our temporal affairs, if we do not beg it of him with

entire submission to his will and pleasure; neither can our

spiritual affairs succeed, without the assistance and direction

of his grace, which we must always implore by ſervent and

diligent prayer. When we are retired for our devotions, we

should entertain ourselves with reading some portion of the

Holy Scriptures; and besides, if we feed our minds with pe

rusing some good books, though for a quarter of an hour, we

shall receive great profit and advantage from it; the subject.

will be apt to occur to our thoughts in those minutes of the

day when we are most at leisure, especially if we have di

gested what we read by serious meditation. It will be also

very proper to consider with thyself, what opportunities may

present of serving God that day, and what temptations may

offer to offend him; that you may be prepared, by a fixed

resolution, to embrace the one, and to avoid and shun the

other. They who govern a family must charge themselves |

with it as their duty, to call them together every morning to

worship God. They are answerable for the souls of those

that are under their care, either children or servants; and

this practice is the best method to make them dutiful and o

bedient, and serviceable in their different stations.
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The art of conquering an enemy by means of an affected friendship.
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[Translation of the foregoing.]

O Sir, of benevolent spirit—who worships the feet of God, and
who, with good desire, publishes the shining JMorning Star, in the

.Northern Province—which is calculated to remove the intrard

darkness in order that the eye of knowledge may increase.

Let the eternal and holy God who created all the universe and upholds it *

praised for his having condescended to the people of this land, and sent them.

ionaries from a far country—from America, where civilization and Christiaº

prevail, and for employing means to elevate the people.Though what I undertal:

to write is a subject of great extent, yet hoping that the editors will consider"
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an important means for promoting the interest of souls, and give room for it in the

.Morning Star, I venture upon it.

For a length of time I professed Sivaism, but now, partly because I have heard

the sermons which the charitable and benevolent missionaries have preached to

the people of this country, and partly because I have read the books printed at

Manepy, my mind is convinced of the error and convicted of the truth, and hav

ing had a desire to examine the Bible, upon my reading it regularly, some doubts

have arisen in my mind, and I write this in order to have them removed.

1. It is said in Exodus 25th Chap. “This is the offering which ye shall take of

them, gold and silver, and brass,” “oil for the light, spices for anointing oil, and for

sweet incense,onyx stones and stones to be set in the ephod, and in the breastplate.

And let them make me a sanctuary that I may dwell among them.” “Andthou shalt

make a candlestick of pure gold;" and in the 37th chapter it is said, that all the a

bove mentioned articles were made. —Leviticus 17th chap., it is said that an ox,

lamb, and goat were killed as an offering—and in the 24th chap., it is said they

should bake some cakes and put them before the Lord and they will be a purifica

tion for sin—and in Numbers 19th chap. 9th verse “A man that is clean shall gather

up the ashes of the heifer and lay them up without the camp in a clean place, and

it shall be kept for the congregation of the children of Israel, it is a purification

for sin." and in Psalm 80th cnap. 1st verse “thou that dwellest between the Cheru

bims, shine forth,” 2d. Samuel 6th Chap. 2d. verse “Lord of hosts that dwelleth be

tween the cherubims"—and in Psalm, 99th chap. 1st verse “he sitteth between the

cherubims; let the earth be moved." In Numbers 16, 19, 21st chap. it is said, when

the Israelites, for their heinous sins, were under the influence of a plague, Aaron

took a censel, and put fire therein from off the altar, and put incense, and went

quickly unto the congregation and made an atonement for them—in Joshua 3rd.

Chap. it is said—when the priests carried the ark of covenant, the water of Jordan

was divided and gave them way to pass by—in Joshua 6th chap, it is said—when

the Israelites compassed the city ofJericho, the wall of that city fell down-in Josh

na 7th chap. it is said when the 1sraelites and their leader Joshua waged a war

against a certain people and having been vanquished by them, they (the lsraelites,

with Joshua) complained of it to the Lord, and they were told by the Lord

that they will conquer the enemy—in 20 Samuel 6th chap. it is said, David and all

the house of Israel played before the Lord on all manner of instruments made of

fir wood, even on harps, and on psalteries, and on timbrels, and on cornets, and

on cymbals, and it is also said in this chapter, that oxen and sheep were killed be

fore the ark of covenant—in Numbers 21st chap. it is said-Moses made a serpent

of brass, and put it upon a pole, and that if a serpent had bitten any man, when

he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived.

In reference to all these verses, I do not understand what is the difference between

the rites and the ceremonies of Sivas and those of the Bible. The Israelites who

were chosen by God as his own children believed that the Lord who dwelt in the ark

made of wood, and who lived between the cherubims had bestowed grace upon

them. The Sivas believe that God dwells in the idols. They (the Israelites) made

a sanctuary for the worship of God. The Sivas build temples, and worship the i

dols made of gold, and silver. The Israelites had shew.bread and wine in their

sanctuaries. The Sivas have fruits for their idols. The Israelites took incense. The

Sivas also do so. The Israelites burnt heifer and took its ashes for their use.

2. About the Purification. Leviticus 12th chap. It is said, iſ a woman have con

ceived seed, and borne a man-child, then she shall be unclean seven days,accord

ing to the days of the separation for her infirmity shall she be unclean, and in the

8th day the flesh of his foreskin shall be circumcised, &c. —and in Numbers

19th chap. it is said–He that toucheth the dead body of any woman shall be un

clean seven days and on the seventh day he shall purify himself and wash his cloths

and bathe himself in water and shall be clean at even—in Leviticus 11th chap.–

it is said-Who-oever toucheth the carcase of them shall be unclean until the even.

In many other places God has commanded to perform such ceremonies as are

directly analogous to those of the Sivas; but those who are acquainted with the

Hindu Scriptures called the “Lamp of Purification" and the “Doubt of Erpia

tion,” do know very well that the rites and ceremonies observed by the children

of God (Israel) are similar to those of Sivas. Strictly speaking, the israelites more

punctually attended the ceremonies than the Sivas.

Upon investigating these matters, the Christian missionaries do protest against

the idol worship, rubbing ashes,observing the immemorial custom and usage, and

other similar rites, and say that these ceremonies are not in the way to please

God, and God will never command or order such kind of unmeaning ceremonies,

and they are against our own understandings, and also ridiculous even to chil

dren. Then how did those who performed these rites and ceremonies, please God

in the time of old, and why were they called the children of God? In answer to

this query, if you say that their (Israelites') rites and ceremonies are not the idol

worship, but as God is an invisible Being they performed these ceremonies in
order that the thoughts of God may be more ..., impressed upon their hearts

—will not this answer be agreeable to the Sivas? or in other words will not the

Sivas have the same reason to answer so? Why do the Christians who believe—

that God at one time was pleased with the timbrels, cymbals, cornets, and also with

purification or cleanliness, and ordered the ark of covenant and shew-bread to be kept

in the sanctuary, &c. say that our (Sivas,) blowing the musical instruments, (such

as cymbals, cornets. &c.) building temples for the idols and transfusing the di

vinity into an image. by means of prayer and invocation, will not only be dis

agreeable in the sight of God,but also such doings are against our own understand

ings, and also say that there is not the least room to believe that God will ever

command such doings.

At the time when the Israelites performed these ceremonies, those who without

failure act according to the commandment ofGod must certainly go to heaven; but

those (Christians) who deride and abhor the doings of the Tamiſ people who per

form services similar to those which the (Jews) performed according to the com

mand of God in order to go to heaven, must then admit that according to these

“wmmandments given by God, that God in the time of old gave all those com.

mandments through ignorance and foolishness. Perhaps we may say that the kil

ling of a Lamb is an emblem of the suffering of Jesus Christ; but why did God

say that the touching of the Carcase and of the woman who is in the menstruous

state, and of the woman when delivered a child will be unclean? If you say that

the observance of such uncleanness is foolish and unmeaning, cannot we say that

the commandment, given by God in the time of old in order to observe it, is fool

ish and unmeaning?

Tho' the Christians of this time acknowledge that the Christians of the old time

worshipped the Lord with pomp and parade, yet why do they say that our Siva

worship attended with pomp and parade is a principal impediment to our ador

ation: Moreover, when we spread fruits and other offerings in the temple as an

oblation to God, you the Christians ask us—Does God get bribery? Does God eat

them up? From these two questions, we may draw an inference, that in the time of

old, the Israelites put wines and shew bread before God; he, being in an indigent

state, has eaten them up. If the Christians say that the rites and ceremonies of

the Sivas are ridiculous even in the sight of children, they (the Christians) and

their Bible are credible witnesses that those ceremonies were agreeable to those
Christians who were in the time of old.

When I heard the doctrines of the Christian missionaries, my heart was moved

and having entertained a thought that Sivaism is false and probably Christianity

is true, I examined the Bible—but alas! it is as if a goblin came from a well, and

fearing the country of the tiger, went to the country of the jackal-and the coun

try of the Jackal became the country of the tiger.

3. The rites and ceremonies performed by the Israelites should be continued for

ever and ever; for an example.—

Leviticus, xvii. 7 —iii. 17.—-vii. 36.-xxiii. 14. Numbers, Yviii. 23,

In all these verses and in some other, it is said. It shall be a perpetual

statute for your generations, throughout all your dwellings, that ye eat neither

fat nor blood. Ye shall eat neither bread, nor parched corn, nor green ears, un

til the self same day that ye have brought an offering unto God: it shall be a sta

tute for ever throughout your generations in all your dwellings, &c, but if you

say that those ceremonies are not necessary after Christ was born, it is said inder

initely in the verses quoted above (without fixing a time) “thro'your generations.”

What is the meaning of thro your generations?" If you again say that the birth

of Christ supercedes the necessity of performing those rites and ceremonies, are

not those ceremonies performed even aſter he was born? Why was he then cir

cumcised? After he was born, why were offerings performed in accordance with

the Mosaic law? Why was he carried to the temple? After Christ healed a man ot

leprosy, why did he order that man to go to the priest and show himself, and make

offerings according to the Mosaic law? (See Luke 2d and 5th Chapter.)

Moreover, if you say that these ceremonies should be performed till the death

of Christ, were not these ceremonies performed after his death. They were. To

prove this—see Acts xviii. 18. “Paul after this, tarried there yet a good while, and

then took his leave of the brethren, and sailed thence into Syria, and with him

Priscilla and Aquilla; having shorn his head in Cenchrea: for he had a vow,”

and in xxi. 26 “Then Paul took the men; and the next day purifying himself with

them, entered into the temple, to signify the accomplishment of the days of pur

ification, until that an offering should be offered for every one of them.” More

over, was not Timothy circumcised by Paul? Is it found any where in the Bible

that Christ has ever said that, these ceremonies should not be performed while he

was living? If it be found in the Bible, will it not be at variance with what God

said to Moses—“It shall be a perpetual statute?" What is the ineaning of “It shalt

be a perpetual statute?”

Therefore, we should judge, that God who is in the idol is able to vouchsafe

grace to all—that the ceremonies which the Sivas perform now are not ridiculous

(as the Christians say) even in the sight of children-that it is a duty incumbent up

on every Christian to observe those ceremonies pointed out in the Bible—that it

is also found in the Bible itself that Christ and his disciples performed those cere

monies—and that therefore it is unreasonable for Christians to scout all those

ceremonies and rites as ridiculous. Your's &c.

Jaffna, 10th. Oct. 1842. The son of a worshipper of Siva, and

A LovER or Good RELIG 10 N.

[This Article is so long as to preclude from this No. the remarks which

we have prepared in answer to the questions and observations of our Cor

respondent. We shall hope to find place for them in our next No.
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TO CORRESPONDENTS.

We have on hand communications enough to fill 2 or 3 entire Nos. of the

Star. It is of course entirely out of the question to publish then all.

We do not know what better we can do than to make the best selections

from them wo can and reserve the rest till we have room for them. We

wish out Wannerponna friends would cause their promised “Moon” to rise

and thus afford space for a portion of our Correspondents favors.

Tolls and Toll Collectors.-We have heard lately of several instances

of Toll Collectors in this vicinity enfringing on the Government ordinance

by demanding of foot passengers when Pussing with a load, a halfpence

instead of a pice as required by the Ordinance.

We trust the publication of the following abstract of the 4th, 5th, 6th,

7th and 8thsections of the Ordinance respectingTolls will have the effect to

put both Toll Collectors and passengers on their guard against violating its

provisions.

* “Wo toll shall be leived upon any passenger, cart, carriage, animal

or goods,” returning through “any place at which he, it or they shall have

paid toll on the same day (to be computed from 12 o'clock at night, to

12 o'clock of the succeeding night.”) One half only of the appointed toll

shall be leived, on a party's passing any place the 2d time, in the like di.

rection, on the same day, with the same load.

5. “Every party having once paid toll at any station, payment at which

shall have been declared by the Governor by advertisement in the Gazette

to clear any other station, shall on the production at such other station of

a Ticket denoting such payment to have been made, pass through the same

without any additional payment of Toll.”

6. “Every person appointed to collect Tolls at any station, shall be pro

vided with Tickets consecutively numbered denoting the payment of the

Toll, and mentioning the stations cleared by the payment of Tolls at such

station, one of which Tickets, duly signed by him, shall be delivered gratis

to the person paying the Toll, and which also shall have printed or written

thereon the day on which the same is delivered; and every such Ticket

shall be in the English and in the JVative languages, and in the form
hereunto annexed.”

“And there shall be suspended in the front, or some other conspicuous place

at every Toll station, so as to be distinctly legible from the road a table in

the English and in the native languages, containing the name of the Toll

station with the List of the Tolls payable at such station, and the name of

every other station cleared by the payment ofToll at such station.”

7. “If any person appointed to collect Tolls as aforesaid, shall at any time

omit to suspend such Table or shall wilfully remove, conceal, alter or deface

the same, or permit it to become illegible,

“Or shall demand or take a greater or less Toll than he shall be authorized

to do by virtue of the provisions of this Ordinance, or shall fail to grant to

any person having paid Toll, a Ticket denoting such payment as herein be

fore required,

“Or shall wilfully subjeet any passenger, cart, carriage, animal or#.
to unreasonable delay or detention, such person shall be guilty of an offence

and be liable on conviction thereof, to a fine, not exceeding five pounds,

one-half whereof shall be paid to the informer, and in default of payment,

to itſ prisonment, with or without hard labour for a period not exceeding
five months.”

8. “If any person liable to payment ofToll on any road, shall passfrom such

road over any land near or adjoining thereto (not being a public high way)

with intent to evade such payment,

“Or shall fraudulently, or forcibly pass by or through any Toll bar, station,

or place duly appointed for the collection of Tolls,

“Or shall resist or make forcible opposition against any person, duly ap

pointed to collect Tolls, in the execution of his office,

“Or if any person shall maliciously damage any bar, boat, bridge, or oth.

er thing employed for the purpose of collecting Tolls, or shall maliciously

remove, deface, or alter, or damage any table of Tolls, suspended as here

in before directed,

“Or if any person, other than a person duly appointed to collect Tolls, shall

give, or if any person shall receive from any person, other than a person

duly appointed as before said, or shall forge, counterfeit, or alter any Ticket

or Certificate of payment or exception, with intent to evade the payment of

any Toll,

“Or if any person shall do any other act whatsoever in order to evade the

payment of any Toll, and whereby the same shall be evaded,

“Every such person shall be guilty of an offence, and shall be liable to such

punishment as the Court, before whom such person shall be convicted, shall

deem proportionate thereunto in addition to any civil action which may be

brought against him by any party injured.”
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