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The Gospel Of Thomas

Dedication

To fellow travelers;

When we have become detached we can see clearly;

When we give birth to our real self we are saved.
Jesus said: Becomne passers-by.

Jesus said: If you bring forth what is within you, it will save

you. If you do not have it within you to bring forth, that which

you lack will destroy you.
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The Gospel Of Thomas

Introduction

In the winter of 1945, in Upper Egypt, an Arab peasant was
gathering fertilizer and topsoil for his crops. While digging in
the soft dirt he came across a large earthen vessel. Inside were

scrolls containing hitherto unseen books.

The scrolls were discovered near the site of the ancient town of
Chenoboskion, at the base of a mountain named Gebel et-Tarif,
near Hamra-Dum, in the vicinity of Naj ‘Hammadi, about sixty
miles from Luxor in Egypt. The texts were written in the Coptic
language and preserved on papyrus sheets. The lettering style
dated them as having been penned around the third or fourth
century A.D. The Gospel of Thomas is the longest of the
volumes consisting of 114 verses. Recent study indicates that
the original work of Thomas, of which the scrolls are copies,
may predate the four canonical gospels of Matthew, Mark,
Luke, and John. The origin of The Gospel of Thomas is now
thought to be from the first or second century A.D.

The word Coptic is an Arabic corruption of the Greek word
Aigyptos, which in turn comes from the word Hikaptah, one of

the names of the city of Memphis, the first capital of ancient

Egypt.
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There has never been a Coptic state or government per se,
however the word has been used to generally define a culture

and language present in the area of Egypt.

The known history of the Copts starts with King Mina the first
King, who united the northern and southern kingdoms of
Egypt circa 3050 B.C. The ancient Egyptian civilization under
the rule of the Pharaohs lasted over 3000 years. Saint Mina
(named after the king) is one of the major Coptic saints. He was

martyred in 309 A.D.

The culture has come to be recognized as one containing a
distinctive art, architecture, and even a certain Christian church

system.

The Coptic Church is based on the teachings of St. Mark, who
introduced the region to Christianity in the first century A.D.
The Copts take pride in the monastic flavor of their church and
the fact that the Gospel of Mark is thought to be the oldest of
the Gospels. Now, lying before a peasant boy was a scroll
written in the ancient Coptic tongue; The Gospel of Thomas,
possibly older than and certainly quite different from any other

Gospel.



The Gospel Of Thomas

The peasant boy who found the treasure of the Gospel of
Thomas stood to be rewarded greatly. This could have been
the discovery of a lifetime for his family, but the boy had no
idea what he had. He took the scrolls home, where his mother
burned some as kindling. Others were sold to the black market

antique dealers in Cairo. It would be years until they found

their way into the hands of a scholar.

Part of the thirteenth codex was smuggled from Egypt to
America. In 1955 whispers of the existence of the codex had
reached the ears of Gilles Quispel, a professor of religion and

history in the Netherlands. The race was on to find and

translate the scrolls.

The introduction of the collected sayings of Jesus refers to the
writer as Didymus (Jude) Thomas. This is the same Thomas
who doubted Jesus and was then told to place his hand within
the breach in the side of the Savior. In the Gospel of St. John, he
is referred to as Didymus, which means twin in Greek. In
Aramaic, the name Jude (or Judas) also carries the sense of
twin. The use of this title led some in the apocryphal tradition
to believe that he was the twin brother and confidant of Jesus.
However, when applied to Jesus himself, the literal meaning of
twin must be rejected by orthodox Christianity as well as

anyone adhering to the doctrine of the virgin birth of the only
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begotten Son of God. The title is likely meant to signify that
Thomas was a close confidant of Jesus, or more simply, he was

part of a set of twins and in no way related to Jesus.

Ancient church historians mention that Thomas preached to
the Parthians in Persia and it is said he was buried in Edessa.
Fourth century chronicles attribute the evangelization of India

(Asia-Minor or Central Asia) to Thomas.

The text, which some believe predates the four gospels, has a
very Taoist, Zen-like, or Eastern flavor. Since it is widely held
that the four gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John have a
common reference in the basic text of Mark, it stands to reason
that all follow the same general history, insights, and language.
Since scholars believe that the Gospel of Thomas predates the
four main gospels, it can be assumed it was written outside the

influences common to the other gospels.

The Gospel of Thomas is actually not a gospel at all. It contains
no narrative but is instead a collection of sayings, which are
said to be from Jesus himself as written (quoted) by Thomas.
Although the codex found in Egypt is dated to the fourth
century, most biblical scholars place the actual construction of

the text of Thomas at about 70 - 150 A.D.
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The gospel was often mentioned in early Christian literature,
but no copy was thought to have survived until the discovery
of the Coptic manuscript. Since then, part of the Oxyrynchus
papyri have been identified as older Greek fragments of
Thomas. The papyri were discovered in 1898 in the rubbish
heaps of Oxyrhynchus, Egypt. This discovery yielded over
thirty-five manuscript fragments for the New Testament. They
have been dated to about 60 A.D. As a point of reference, a
fragment of papyrus from the Dead Sea Scrolls had been dated
to before 68 A.D.

There are marked differences between the Greek and Coptic

texts, as we will see.

The debate on the date of Thomas centers in part on whether
Thomas is dependent upon the canonical gospels, or is derived
from an earlier document that was simply a collection of
sayings. Many of the passages in Thomas appear to be more
authentic versions of the synoptic parables, and many have
parallels in Mark and Luke. This has caused a division of
thought wherein some believe Thomas used common sources
also used by Mark and Luke. Others believe Thomas was

written independently after witnessing the same events.
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If Thomas wrote his gospel first, without input from Mark, and
from the standpoint of Eastern exposure as a result of his
sojourn into India, it could explain the mystical quality of the
text. It could also explain the striking differences in the
recorded quotes of Jesus as memories were influenced by

exposure to Asian culture.

There is some speculation that the sayings found in Thomas
could be more accurate to the original intent and wording of
Jesus than the other gospels. This may seem counter-intuitive
until we realize that Christianity itself is an Eastern religion,
albeit Middle-Eastern. Although, as it spread west the faith
went through many changes to westernize or Romanize
it...Jesus was both mystical and Middle-Eastern. The Gospel of
Thomas may not have seen as much “dilution” by Western

society.

The Gospel of Thomas was most likely composed in Syria,
where tradition holds the church of Edessa was founded by
Judas Thomas, The Twin (Didymos). The gospel may well be

the earliest written tradition in the Syriac church
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The Gospel of Thomas is sometimes called a Gnostic gospel,
although it seems more likely Thomas was adopted by the

Gnostic community and interpreted in the light of their beliefs.

The term Gnostic is derived from gnosis, which in Greek means
knowledge. Gnostics believed that knowledge is formed or
found from a personal encounter with God brought about by
inward or intuitive insight. It is this knowledge that brings
salvation. The Gnostics believed they were privy to a secret
knowledge about the divine. It is their focus on knowledge that
leads to their name. The roots of the Gnosticism pre-date
Christianity. Similarities exist to the wisdom and knowledge
cults found in Egypt. The belief system seems to have spread

and found a suitable home in the mystical side of the Christian

faith.

There are numerous references to the Gnostics in second
century literature. Their form of Christianity was considered
heresy by the early church fathers. The intense resistance to the
Gnostic belief system seems to be based in two areas. First,
there was a general Gnostic belief that we were all gods, with
heaven contained within us. Jesus, according to the Gnostics,
was here to show us our potential to become as he was; a son
or daughter of god, for God is both father and mother, male

and female. These beliefs ran contrary to the newly developing
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orthodoxy. The second line of resistance was political. This
resistance developed later and would have come from the fact
that a faith based on a personal encounter flew in the face of the
developing church political structure that placed priests and
church as the keepers of heaven’s gate with salvation through

them alone.

It is from the writings condemning the group that we glean
most of our information about the Gnostics. They are alluded
to in the Bible in 1 Tm 1:4 and 1 Tm 6:20, and possibly the
entirety of Jude, as the writers of the Bible defended their

theology against that of the Gnostics.

The Coptic and Greek translations of The Gospel of Thomas
presented herein are the result of a gestalt brought about by
contrasting and comparing all of the foremost translations,
where the best phrasing was chosen to follow the intent and

meaning of the text.

Because there are differences between the Coptic manuscript
and the Greek fragments of Thomas, each verse will have the
following format for the reader to view; The Coptic text will be
presented first, since we have the entire Gospel in this

language. The Greek text will come next. If there is not a
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second rendition of the verse the reader may assume there was
no Greek fragment found for that verse or the Greek version of
the verse was identical to the Coptic version. Lastly, obvious

parallels found in the Bible are listed.

Let us keep in mind that some of the differences between the
translations of the Greek and Coptic may be attributed in part
to the choice of word or phrase of those translating. It is the
differences in overall meaning of verses between Coptic and

Greek on which we should focus.

In the document to follow, the Gospel of Thomas will appear as
a bold text. If there are other relevant but divergent
interpretations of phrases in Thomas, they are included in
parenthesis. Any parallels of text or meaning that appear in the
Bible are placed below the verse in italicized text. Author’s
notes are in regular text. In this way the reader can easily
identify which body of work is being referenced and observe

how they fit together.
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Since the deeper meanings within Thomas are both in
metaphor and in plain, understandable language, it is hoped
that each time the words are read some new insight and
treasure can be taken from them. As we change our
perspective, we see the meaning of each verse differently. As

one turns a single jewel to view each facet, we should study the

Gospel of Thomas in the same way.

Let us begin.




The Gospel Of Thonas

The Gospel Of Thomas

These are the secret sayings which the living Jesus has
spoken and Judas who is also Thomas (the twin) (Didymos

Judas Thomas) wrote. (Living, after the resurrection.)

1. And he said: Whoever finds the interpretation of these

sayings will not taste death.

1. He said to them: Whoever discovers the interpretation of

these words shall never taste death.

John 8:51 Very truly I tell you, whoever keeps my word will never see

death.

13
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2. Jesus said: Let he who seeks not stop seeking until he
finds, and when he finds he will be troubled, and when he
has been troubled he will marvel (be astonished) and he will

reign over all and in reigning, he will find rest.

2. Jesus said: Let he who seeks not stop until he finds, and
when he finds he shall wonder and in wondering he shall

reign, and in reigning he shall find rest.
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3. Jesus said: If those who lead you say to you: Look, the
Kingdom is in the sky, then the birds of the sky would enter
before you. If they say to you: It is in the sea, then the fish of
the sea would enter ahead you. But the Kingdom of God
exists within you and it exists outside of you. Those who
come to know (recognize) themselves will find it, and when
you come to know yourselves you will become known and
you will realize that you are the children of the Living Father.
Yet if you do not come to know yourselves then you will

dwell in poverty and it will be you who are that poverty.

3. Jesus said, If those who lead you say, “See, the Kingdom is
in the sky,” then the birds of the sky will precede you. If they
say to you, “It is under the earth,” then the fish of the sea will
precede you. Rather, the Kingdom of God is inside of you,

and it is outside of you.

Those who come to know themselves will find it; and when
you come to know yourselves, you will understand that it is
you who are the sons of the living Father. But if you will not
know yourselves, you dwell in poverty and it is you who are

that poverty.
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Luke 17:20 And when he was demanded of by the Pharisees, when the
kingdom of God should come, he answered them and said, The
kingdom of God cometh not with observation: Neither shall they say,

Lo here! Lo there! For, behold, the kingdom of God is within yoit.

4. Jesus said: The person of old age will not hesitate to ask a
little child of seven days about the place of life, and he will
live. For many who are first will become last, (and the last

will be first). And they will become one and the same.

4. Jesus said: Let the old man who has lived many days not
hesitate to ask the child of seven days about the place of life;
then he will live. For many that are first will be last, and last

will be first, and they will become a single one.

Mark 9:35-37 He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them:
Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all. Then

he took a little child and put it among them, and taking it in his arms,
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he said to them: Whoever welcomes one such child in my name
welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one

who sent me.

5. Jesus said: Recognize what is in front of your face, and
what has been hidden from you will be revealed to you. For
there is nothing hidden which will not be revealed (become

manifest), and nothing buried that will not be raised.

5. Jesus said: Know what is in front of your face and what is
hidden from you will be revealed to you.

For there is nothing hidden that will not be revealed.

Mark 4:22 For there is nothing hid, except to be made manifest; nor

is anything secret, except it come to light.

Luke 12:2 Nothing is covered up that will not be revealed, or hidden

that will not be known.

Matthew 10:26 So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that

will not be uncovered, and nothing secret that will not become known.

17
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6. His Disciples asked Him, they said to him: How do you
want us to fast, and how will we pray? And how will we be
charitable (give alms), and what laws of diet will we

maintain?

Jesus said: Do not lie, and do not practice what you hate, for
everything is in the plain sight of Heaven. For there is
nothing concealed that will not become manifest, and there is

nothing covered that will not be exposed.

6. His disciples asked him, “How do you want us to fast?
And how shall we pray? And how shall we give alms? And
what kind of diet shall we follow?”

Jesus said, don't lie, and don’t do what you hate to do, for all
things are revealed before the truth. For there is nothing

hidden which shall not be revealed.
Luke 11:1 He was praying in a certain place, and after he had

finished, one of his disciples said to him, Lord, teach us to pray, as

John taught his disciples.
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7. Jesus said: Blessed is the lion that the man will eat, for the
lion will become the man. Cursed is the man that the lion

shall eat, and still the lion will become man.

Mathew 26:23-30 He who dipped his hand with me in the dish, the
same will betray me. The Son of Man goes, even as it is written of
him, but woe to that man through whom the Son of Man is betrayed!
It would be better for that man if he had not been born. Judas, who
betrayed him, answered, “It isn't me, is it, Rabbi?” He said to him,
You said it. As they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks for it,
and broke it. He gave to the disciples, and said, Take, eat; this is my
body. He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave to them, saying: All of
you drink it, for this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured
out for many for the remission of sins. But I tell you that I will not
drink of this fruit of the vine from now on, until that day when I
drink it anew with you in my Father's Kingdom. When they had sung

a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.
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8. And he said: The Kingdom of Heaven is like a wise
fisherman who casts his net into the sea. He drew it up from
the sea full of small fish. Among them he found a fine large
fish. That wise fisherman threw all the small fish back into

the sea and chose the large fish without hesitation. Whoever

has ears to hear, let him hear!

Matthew 13:47-48 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was

thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; when it was full,

they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw
out the bad.
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9. Jesus said: Now, the sower came forth. He filled his hand
and threw (the seeds). Some fell upon the road and the birds
came and gathered them up. Others fell on the stone and they
did not take deep enough roots in the soil, and so did not
produce grain. Others fell among the thorns and they choked
the seed, and the worm ate them. Others fell upon the good
earth and it produced good fruit up toward the sky, it bore 60
fold and 120 fold.

Matthew 13:3-8 And he told them many things in parables, saying:
Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on
the path, and the birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on
rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up
quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they
were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. Other
seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them.
Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundred

fold, some sixty, some thirty.

Mark 4:2-9 And he taught them many things in parables, and in his
teaching he said to them: Behold! A sower went out to sow. And as
he sowed, some seed fell along the path, and the birds came and
devoured it. Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it had not much

soil, and immediately it sprang up, since it had no depth of soil; and

21



Joseph Lumpkin

when the sun rose it was scorched, and since it had no root it withered
away. Other seed fell among thorns and the thorns grew up and
choked it, and it yielded no grain. And other seeds fell into good soil
and brought forth grain, growing up and increasing and vyielding
thirty fold and sixty fold and a hundred fold. And he said, He who has

ears to hear, let him hear.

Luke 8:4-8 And when a great crowd came together and people from
town after town came to him, he said in a parable: A sower went out
to sow his seed; and as he sowed, some fell along the path, and was
trodden under foot, and the birds of the air devoured it. And some fell
on the rock; and as it grew up, it withered away, because it had no
moisture. And some fell among thorns; and the thorns grew with it
and choked it. And some fell into good soil and grew, and yielded a

hundred fold. As he said this, he called out, He who has ears to hear,

let him hear.

[
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10. Jesus said: I have cast fire upon the world, and as you see,

I guard it until it is ablaze.

Luke 12:49 I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were

already kindled.

11. Jesus said: This sky will pass away, and the one above it
will pass away. The dead are not alive, and the living will not
die. In the days when you consumed what is dead, you made
it alive. When you come into the Light, what will you do? On
the day when you were united (one), you became separated

(two). When you have become separated (two), what will you
do?

Matthew 24:35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will

not pass away.
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12. The Disciples said to Jesus: We know that you will go

away from us. Who is it that will be our teacher?

Jesus said to them: Wherever you are (in the place that you
have come), you will go to James the Righteous, for whose

sake Heaven and Earth were made (came into being).

13. Jesus said to his Disciples: Compare me to others, and tell
me who I am like. Simon Peter said to him: You are like a
righteous messenger (angel) of God. Matthew said to him:
You are like a (wise) philosopher (of the heart). Thomas said

to him: Teacher, my mouth is not capable of saying who you

are like!

Jesus said: I'm not your teacher, now that you have drunk;
you have become drunk from the bubbling spring that I have
tended (measured out). And he took him, and withdrew and
spoke three words to him: ahyh ashr ahyh (I am who I am).

24
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Now when Thomas returned to his comrades, they inquired
of him: What did Jesus say to you? Thomas said to them: If I
tell you even one of the words which he spoke to me, you
will take up stones and throw them at me, and fire will come

from the stones to consume you.

Mark 8:27-30 Jesus went on with his disciples to the wvillages of
Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked his disciples, Who do
people say that [ am? And they answered him, John the Baptist; and
others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets. He asked theni, But
who do you say that I am? Peter answered him, You are the Messiah.

And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him.
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14. Jesus said to them: If you fast, you will give rise to
transgression (sin) for yourselves. And if you pray, you will
be condemned. And if you give alms, you will cause harm
(evil) to your spirits. And when you go into the countryside,
if they take you in (receive you) then eat what they set before
you and heal the sick among them. For what goes into your

mouth will not defile you, but rather what comes out of your

mouth, that is what will defile you.

Luke 10:8-9 Whenever you enter a town and its people welcome you,
eat what is set before you; Cure the sick who are there, and say to

them, The kingdom of God has come near to you.

Mark 7:15 There is nothing outside a person that by going in can
defile, but the things that come out are what defile.

Matthew 15:11 It is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a man,

but what comes out of the mouth, this defiles a man.

Romans 14:14 I know and am persuaded in the Lord Jesus that

nothing is unclean in itself; but it is unclean for any one who thinks it

unclean.

26
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15. Jesus said: When you see him who was not born of
woman, bow yourselves down upon your faces and worship

him for he is your Father.

Galatians 4:3-5 Even so we, when we were children, were in
bondage under the elements of the world: But when the fullness of the
time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under
the law, To redeem them that were under the law, that we might

receive the adoption of sons.

16. Jesus said: People think perhaps I have come to spread
peace upon the world. They do not know that I have come to
cast dissention (conflict) upon the earth; fire, sword, war. For
there will be five in a house. Three will be against two and
two against three, the father against the son and the son

against the father. And they will stand alone.

Matthew 10:34-36 Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the

earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. For I have come to
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set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a
daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; and one's foes will be

members of one's own household.

Luke 12:51-53 Do you think that I have come to give peace on earth?
No, I tell you, but rather division; for henceforth in one house there
will be five divided, three against two and two against three; they will
be divided, father against son and son against father, mother against
daughter and daughter against her mother, mother-in-law against her

daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law.
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17. Jesus said: I will give to you what eye has not seen, what
ear has not heard, what hand has not touched, and what has

not occurred to the mind of man.

1 Cor 2:9 But, as it is written, What no eye has seen, nor ear heard,
nor the human heart conceived, what God has prepared for those who

love him.

18. The Disciples said to Jesus: Tell us how our end will
come. Jesus said: Have you already discovered the beginning
(origin), so that you inquire about the end? Where the
beginning (origin) is, there the end will be. Blessed be he
who will take his place in the beginning (stand at the origin)

for he will know the end, and he will not experience death.
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19. Jesus said: Blessed is he who came into being before he
came into being. If you become my Disciples and heed my
sayings, these stones will serve you. For there are five trees in
paradise for you, which are undisturbed in summer and in
winter and their leaves do not fall. Whoever knows them will

not experience death.

20. The Disciples said to Jesus: Tell us what the Kingdom of
Heaven is like. He said to them: It is like a mustard seed,
smaller than all other seeds and yet when it falls on the tilled
earth, it produces a great plant and becomes shelter for the

birds of the sky.

Mark 4:30-32 He also said, With what can we compare the kingdom
of God, or what parable will we use for it? It is like a mustard seed,
which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on
earth; yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all
shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can

make nests in its shade.
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Matthew 13:31-32 The kingdom of heaven is like a grain of mustard
seed which a man took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all
seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a

tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.

Luke 13.18-19 He said therefore, What is the kingdom of God like?
And to what shall I compare it? It is like a grain of mustard seed
which a man took and sowed in his garden; and it grew and became a

tree, and the birds of the air made nests in its branches.
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21. Mary said to Jesus: Who are your Disciples like? He said:
They are like little children who are living in a field that is
not theirs. When the owners of the field come, they will say:
Let us have our field! It is as if they were naked in front of
them (They undress in front of them in order to let them have
what is theirs) and they give back the field. Therefore I say, if
the owner of the house knows that the thief is coming, he
will be alert before he arrives and will not allow him to dig
through into the house to carry away his belongings. You,
must be on guard and beware of the world (system). Prepare
yourself (arm yourself) with great strength or the bandits will
find a way to reach you, for the problems you expect will
come. Let there be among you a person of understanding
(awareness). When the crop ripened, he came quickly with
his sickle in his hand to reap. Whoever has ears to hear, let

him hear!

Matthew 24:43 But understand this: if the owner of the house had
known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have

stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into.

Mark 4:26-29 He also said, The kingdom of God is as if someone
would scatter seed on the ground, and would sleep and rise night and

day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how. The
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earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full
grain in the head. But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with

his sickle, because the harvest has conie.

Luke 12:39-40 But know this, that if the householder had known at
what hour the thief was coming, he would not have left his house to be
broken into. You also must be ready; for the Son of man is coming at

an unexpected hout.
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22. Jesus saw little children who were being suckled. He said
to his Disciples: These little children who are being suckled

are like those who enter the Kingdom.

They said to him: Should we become like little children in

order to enter the Kingdom?

Jesus said to them: When you make the two one, and you
make the inside as the outside and the outside as the inside,
when you make the above as the below, and if you make the
male and the female one and the same (united male and
female) so that the man will not be masculine (male) and the
female be not feminine (female), when you establish an eye
in the place of an eye and a hand in the place of a hand and a
foot in the place of a foot and an likeness (image) in the place

of a likeness (an image), then will you enter the Kingdom.

Luke 18:16 But Jesus called for them and said, Let the little children
come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the
kingdom of God belongs. Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive

the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.
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Mark 9:43-48 If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is
better for you to enter life maimed than to have two hands and to go
to hell, to the unquenchable fire. And if your foot causes you to
stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame than to have
two feet and to be thrown into hell. And if your eye causes you to
stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God
with one eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, where

the worm never dies, and the fire is never quenched.

Matthew 18:3-5 And said, Verily, I say unto you, unless you turn
and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.
Whoever humbles himself like this child, he is the greatest in the
kingdom of heaven. Whoever receives one such child in my name

receives me;

Matthew 5:29-30 If your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and
throw it away; it is better that you lose one of your members than that
your whole body be thrown into hell. And if your right hand causes
you to sin, cut it off and throw it away; it is better that you lose one of

your members than that your whole body go into hell.
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23. Jesus said: I will choose you, one out of a thousand and

two out of ten thousand and they will stand as a single one.

Matthew 20:16 So the last shall be first, and the first last: for many

be called, but few chosen.

24. His Disciples said: Show us the place where you are (your

place), for it is necessary for us to seek it.

He said to them: Whoever has ears, let him hear! Within a
man of light there is light, and he illumines the entire world.

If he does not shine, he is darkness (there is darkness).

John13:36 Simon Peter said to him, Lord, where are you going? Jesus
answered, Where I am going, you cannot follow me now; but you will

follow afterward.

Matthew 6:22-23 The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is
healthy, your whole body will be full of light; but if your eye is
unhealthy, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light

in you is darkness, how great is the darkness!
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Luke 11:34-36 Your eye is the lamp of your body; when your eye is
sound, your whole body is full of light; but when it is not sound, your
body is full of darkness. Therefore be careful lest the light in you be
darkness. If then your whole body is full of light, having no part dark,

it will be wholly bright, as when a lamp with its rays gives you light.

Note:

Early philosophers thought that light was transmitted from the
eye and bounced back', allowing the person to sense the world
at large. Ancient myths tell of Aphrodite constructing the
human eye out of the four elements (earth, wind, fire, and
water). The eye was held together by love. She kindled the fire
of the soul and used it to project from the eyes so that it would

act like a lantern, transmitting the light, thus allowing us to see.

Euclid, (330 BC to 260BC ) speculated about the speed of light
being instantaneous since you close your eyes, then open them

again, even the distant objects appear immediately.
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25. Jesus said: Love your friend (Brother) as your soul;

protect him as you would the pupil of your own eye.

Romans 12:9-11 Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that which
is evil; cleave to that which is good. Be kindly affectioned one to
another with brotherly love; in honour preferring one another; Not

slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord;

26. Jesus said: You see the speck in your brother's eye but the
beam that is in your own eye you do not see. When you
remove the beam out of your own eye, then will you see

clearly to remove the speck out of your brother's eye.

26. Jesus said, You see the splinter in your brother's eye, but
you don't see the log in your own eye. When you take the log
out of your own eye, then you will see well enough to remove

the splinter from your brother's eye.
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Matthew 7:3-5 Why do you see the speck in your neighbor's eye, but
do not notice the log in your own eye? Or how can you say to your
neighbor, Let me take the speck out of your eye, while the log is in
your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye,

and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your neighbor's
eve.

Litke 6:41-42 Why do you see the speck that is in your brother's eye,
but do not notice the log that is in your own eye? Or how can you say
to your brother, Brother, let me take out the speck that is in your eye,
when you yourself do not see the log that is in your own eye? You
hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see

clearly to take out the speck that is in your brother's eye.
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27. Jesus said: Unless you fast from the world (system), you
will not find the Kingdom of God. Unless you keep the
Sabbath (entire week) as Sabbath, you will not see the Father.

27. Jesus said: Unless you fast (abstain) from the world, you
shall in no way find the Kingdom of God; and unless you

observe the Sabbath as a Sabbath, you shall not see the
Father.
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28. Jesus said: I stood in the midst of the world. In the flesh I
appeared to them. I found them all drunk; I found none
thirsty among them. My soul grieved for the sons of men, for
they are blind in their hearts and do not see that they came
into the world empty they are destined (determined) to leave
the world empty. However, now they are drunk. When they
have shaken off their wine, then they will repent (change

their ways).

28. Jesus said: I took my stand in the midst of the world, and
they saw me in the flesh, and I found they were all drunk,
and I found none of them were thirsty. And my soul grieved
over the souls of men because they are blind in their hearts.
They do not see that they came into the world empty and they
are determined to leave the world empty. However, now they
are drunk. When they have shaken off their wine, then they

will change their ways.
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29. Jesus said: If the flesh came into being because of spirit,
it is a marvel, but if spirit came into being because of the
body, it would be a marvel of marvels. I marvel indeed at

how great wealth has taken up residence in this poverty.

30. Jesus said: Where there are three gods, they are gods
(Where there are three gods they are without god). Where
there is only one, I say that I am with him. Lift the stone and

there you will find me, Split the wood and there am I.

30. Jesus said: Where three are together they are not without

God, and when there is one alone, I say, I am with him.
Note:

Many believe pages of the manuscript were misplaced and

verses 30 and 77 should run together as a single verse.
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77. Jesus said: I-Am the Light who is over all things, I-Am
the All. From me all came forth and to me all return (The All
came from me and the All has come to me). Split wood, there

am I. Lift up the stone and there you will find me.

Matthew 18:20 For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am

there among them.

31. Jesus said: No prophet is accepted in his own village, no

physician heals those who know him.

31. Jesus said: A prophet is not accepted in his own country,

neither can a doctor cure those that know him.

Mark 6:4 Then Jesus said to them, Prophets are not without honor,
except in their hometown, and among their own kin, and in their own

hoiise.

Matthew 13:57 And they took offense at him. But Jesus said to them:
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A prophet is not without honor save in his own country and in his

own house.

Luke 4:24 And he said, Truly, I say to you, no prophet is acceptable

in his own country.

John 4:43-44 After the two days he departed to Galilee. For Jesus

himself testified that a prophet has no honor in his own country.

32. Jesus said: A city being built (and established) upon a

high mountain and fortified cannot fall nor can it be hidden.

32. Jesus said: A city built on a high hilltop and fortified can
neither fall nor be hidden.

Matthew 5:14 You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill
cannot be hid.
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33. Jesus said: What you will hear in your ear preach from
your rooftops. For no one lights a lamp and sets it under a
basket nor puts it in a hidden place, but rather it is placed on
a lamp stand so that everyone who comes and goes will see

its light.

33. Jesus said: What you hear with one ear preach from your
rooftops. For no one lights a lamp and sets it under a basket
or hides, but rather it is placed on a lamp stand so that

everyone who comes and goes will see its light.

Matthew 10:27 What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and

what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops.

Luke 8:16 No one after lighting a lamp hides it under a jar, or puts it
under a bed, but puts it on a lamp stand, so that those who enter may

see the light.

Matthew 5:15 Nor do men light a lamp and put it under a bushel,

but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house.

Mark 4:21 And he said to them, Is a lamp brought in to be put under

a bushel, or under a bed, and not on a stand?
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Luke 11:33 No one after lighting a lamp puts it in a cellar or under a

bushel, but on a stand, that those who enter may see the li ght.

34. Jesus said: If a blind person leads a blind person, both
fall into a pit.

Matthew 15:14 Let them alone; they are blind quides of the blind.
And if one blind person guides another, both will fall into a pit.

Luke 6:39 He also told them a parable: Can a blind man lead a blind
man? Will they not both fall into a pit?
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35. Jesus said: It is impossible for anyone to enter the house

of a strong man to take it by force unless he binds his hands,

then he will be able to loot his house.

Matthew 12:29 Or how can one trong man's house and
enter a s g

plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man? Then indeed

he may plunder his house,

Lutke 11:21-22 When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own
palace, his goods are in peace; but when one stronger than he assails
hint and overcomes hini, he takes away his armor in which he trusted,

and divides his spoil.

Mark 3:27 But no one can enter a strong man's house and plunder
his property without first tying up the strong man; then indeed the

house can be plundered.
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36. Jesus said: Do not worry from morning to evening nor
from evening to morning about the food that yéu will eat nor
about what clothes you will wear. You are much superior to
the Lilies which neither card nor spin. When you have no
clothing, what do you wear? Who can add time to your life

(increase your stature)? He himself will give to you your
garment.

Matthew 6:25-31 Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life,
what you will eat or what you will drink, or about your body, what
you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than
clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor
gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you
not of more value than they? And can any of you by worrying add a
single hour to your span of life? And why do you worry about
clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither
toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not
clothed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field,

which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he

not much more clothe you--you of little faith? Therefore do not worry,

saying, What will we eat? or What will we drink? or What will we
wear?
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Luke 12:22-23 And he said to his disciples, Therefore I tell you, do
not be anxious about your life, what you shall eat, nor about your
body, what you shall put on. For life is more than food, and the body

more than clothing.

37. His Disciples said: When will you appear to us, and when

will we see you?

Jesus said: When you take off your garments without being
ashamed, and place your garments under your feet and tread
on them as the little children do, then will you see the Son of

the Living-One, and you will not be afraid.

37 His disciples said to him, when will you be visible to us,

and when shall we be able to see you?

He said, when you strip naked without being ashamed and
place your garments under your feet and tread on them as the
little children do, then will you see the Son of the Living-

One, and you will not be afraid.
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38. Jesus said: Many times have you yearned to hear these
sayings which I speak to you, and you have no one else from

whom to hear them. There will be days when you will seek

me but you will not find me.

39. Jesus said: The Pharisees and the Scribes have received
the keys of knowledge, but they have hidden them. They did
not go in, nor did they permit those who wished to enter to

do so. However, you be as wise (astute) as serpents and
innocent as doves.

39. Jesus said: The Pharisees and the Scribes have stolen the
keys of heaven, but they have hidden them. They have
entered in, but they did not permit those who wished to enter

to do so. However, you be as wise as serpents and innocent as
doves.

Luke 11:52 Woe to you lawyers! For you have taken away the key of

knowledge; you did not enter yourselves, and you hindered those who
were entering.
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Matthew 10:16 See, I am sending you out like sheep into the midst of

wolves; so be wise as serpents and innocent as doves.

Matthew 23.13 But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!
because you shut the kingdom of heaven against men; for you neither

enter yourselves, nor allow those who would enter to go in.

40. Jesus said: A grapevine has been planted outside the
(vineyard of the) Father, and since it is not viable (supported)

it will be pulled up by its roots and destroyed.

Matthew 15:13 He answered, Every plant that my heavenly Father

has not planted will be uprooted.

al



Joseph Lumpkin

41. Jesus said: Whoever has (it) in his hand, to him will
(more) be given. And whoever does not have, from him will

be taken even the small amount which he has.

Matthew 25:29 For to all those who have, more will be given, and
they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even

what they have will be taken away.

Luke 19:26 I tell you, that to every one who has will more be given;

but from him who has not, even what he has will be taken away.

42. Jesus said: Become passers-by.
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43. His Disciples said to him: Who are you, that you said

these things to us?

Jesus said to them: You do not recognize who I am from what
I said to you, but rather you have become like the Jews who
either love the tree and hate its fruit, or love the fruit and hate

the tree.

John 8:25 They said to him, Who are you? Jesus said to them, Why do

I speak to you at all?

Matthew 7:16-20 You will know them by their fruits. Are grapes
gathered from thorns, or figs from thistles? In the same way, every
good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree
cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit. Every tree
that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.

Thus you will know them by their fruits.
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44. Jesus said: Whoever blasphemes against the Father, it will
be forgiven him. And whoever blasphemes against the Son, it
will be forgiven him. Yet whoever blasphemes against the

Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven him neither on earth nor

in heaven.

Mark 3:28-29 Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins
and whatever blasphemies they utter; but whoever blasphemes against

the Holy Spirit can never have forgiveness, but is quilty of an eternal

SiH.

Matthew 12:31-32 Therefore I tell you, every sin and blasphemy will
be forgiven men, but the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be
forgiven. And whoever says a word against the Son of man will be
forgiven; but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be

forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come.

Luke 12:10 And every one who speaks a word against the Son of man
will be forgiven him; but he who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit

will not be forgiven.
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45. Jesus said: Grapes are not harvested from thorns, nor are
figs gathered from thistles, for they do not give fruit. A good
person brings forth goodness out of his storehouse. A bad
person brings forth evil out of his evil storehouse which is in
his heart, and he speaks evil, for out of the abundance of the

heart he brings forth evil.

Luke 6:43-45 For no good tree bears bad fruit, nor again does a bad
tree bear good fruit; for each tree is known by its own fruit. For figs
are not gathered from thorns, nor are grapes picked from a bramble
bush. The good man out of the good treasure of his heart produces
good, and the evil man out of his evil treasure produces evil; for out of

the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks.
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46. Jesus said: From Adam until John the Baptist there is
none born of women who surpasses John the Baptist, so that
his eyes should not be downcast (lowered). Yet I have said

that whoever among you becomes like a child will know the

Kingdom, and he will be greater than John.

Matthew 11:11 Truly I tell you, among those born of women 1o one

has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom

of heaven is greater than he.

Luke 7:28 I tell you, among those born of women none is greater than

John; yet he who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.

Matthew 18:2-4 He called a child, whom he put among them, and
said, Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like children,
you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever becomes humble

like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.
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47. Jesus said: It is impossible for a man to mount two horses
or to draw two bows, and a servant cannot serve two masters,
otherwise he will honor the one and disrespect the other. No
man drinks vintage wine and immediately desires to drink
new wine, and they do not put new wine into old wineskins
or they would burst, and they do not put vintage wine into
new wineskins or it would spoil (sour). They do not sew an

old patch on a new garment because that would cause a split.

Matthew 6:24 No one can serve two masters; for a slave will either
hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise

the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.

Matthew 9:16-17 No one sews a piece of cloth, not yet shrunk, on an
old cloak, for the patch pulls away from the cloak, and a worse tear is
made. Neither is new wine put into old wineskins; otherwise, the
skins burst, and the wine is spilled, and the skins are destroyed; but

new wine is put into fresh wineskins, and so both are preserved.

Mark 2:21-22 No one sews a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old
garment; if he does, the patch tears away from it, the new from the
old, and a worse tear is made. And no one puts new wine into old
wineskins; if he does, the wine will burst the skins, and the wine is

lost, and so are the skins; but new wine is for fresh skins.
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Luke 5:36-39 He told them a parable also: No one tears a piece from
a new garment and puts it upon an old garment; if he does, he will
tear the new, and the piece from the new will not match the old. And
1o one puts new wine into old wineskins; if he does, the new wine will
burst the skins and it will be spilled, and the skins will be destroyed.
But new wine must be put into fresh wineskins. And no one after

drinking old wine desires new; for he says, “The old is good.”

48. Jesus said: If two make peace with each other in this one

house, they will say to the mountain: Be moved! and it will

be moved.

Matthew 18:19 Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth
about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in

heaven.

Mark 11:23-24 Truly I tell you, if you say to this mountain, Be taken

up and thrown into the sea, and if you do not doubt in your heart, but
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believe that what you say will come to pass, it will be done for you. So
I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have

received it, and it will be yours.

Matthew 17:20 He said to them, Because of your little faith. For truly,
I say to you, if you have faith as a grain of mustard seed, you will say
to this mountain, Move from here to there, and it will move;, and

nothing will be impossible to you.

49. Jesus said: Blessed is the solitary and chosen, for you will
find the Kingdom. You have come from it, and unto it you

will return.

Matthew 5:1-3 And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a
mountain: and when he was set, his disciples came unto him: And he
opened his mouth, and taught them, saying, Blessed are the poor in

spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
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John 20:28-30 And Thomas answered and said unto him, My LORD
and my God. Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen
me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet
have believed. And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of

his disciples, which are not written in this book:

50. Jesus said: If they say to you: From where do you come?
Say to them: We have come from the Light, the place where
the Light came into existence of its own accord and he stood
and appeared in their image. If they say to you: Is it you?
(Who are you?), say: We are his Sons and we are the chosen of
the Living Father. If they ask you: What is the sign of your

Father in you? Say to them: It is movement with rest (peace in

the midst of motion or chaos).
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51. His Disciples said to him: When will the rest of the dead
occur, and when will the New World come? He said to them:
That which you look for has already come, but you do not

recognize it.

52. His Disciples said to him: Twenty-four prophets preached
in Israel, and they all spoke of (in) you. He said to them: You
have ignored the Living-One who is in your presence and

you have spoken only of the dead.
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53. His Disciples said to him: Is circumcision beneficial or
not? He said to them: If it were beneficial, their father would
beget them already circumcised from their mother. However,

the true spiritual circumcision has become entirely beneficial.

Jeremiah 4:3-5 For thus saith the LORD to the men of Judah and
Jerusalem, Break up your fallow ground, and sow not among thorns.
Circumcise yourselves to the LORD, and take away the foreskins of
your heart, ye men of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem: lest my
fury come forth like fire, and burn that none can quench it, because of
the evil of your doings. Declare ye in Judah, and publish in Jerusalem;
and say, Blow ye the trumpet in the land: cry, gather together, and

say, Assemble yourselves, and let us go into the defenced cities.
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54. Jesus said: Blessed be the poor, for yours is the Kingdom

of the Heaven.

Matthew 6:20 Then he looked up at his disciples and said: Blessed are

you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.

Luke 6:20 And he lifted up his eyes on his disciples, and said: Blessed

are you poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.

Matthew 5:3 Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of

lieaven.
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55. Jesus said: Whoever does not hate his father and his
mother will not be able to become my Disciple. And whoever
does not hate his brothers and his sisters and does not take

up his own cross in my way, will not become worthy of me.

Luke 14:26-27 If any one comes to me and does not hate his own
father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes,
and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not

bear his own cross and come after me, cannot be my disciple.

John 17:11-21 And now I am no more in the world, but these are in
the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep through thine own
name those whom thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we

are. While I 'was with them in the world, I kept them in thy name:
those that thou gavest me I have kept, and none of them is lost, but the
son of perdition; that the scripture might be fulfilled. And now come I
to thee; and these things I speak in the world, that they might have my
joy fulfilled in themselves. I have given them thy word; and the world
hath hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of
the world. I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world,
but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil. They are not of the
world, even as I am not of the world. Sanctify them through thy truth:
thy word is truth. As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have

also sent them into the world. And for their sakes I sanctify myself,
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that they also might be sanctified through the truth. Neither pray I for
these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their
word; That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in
thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that

thout hast sent nie.

56. Jesus said: Whoever has come to understand the world
(system) has found a corpse, and whoever has found a corpse,

is superior to the world (of him the system is not worthy).

Hebrews 11:37-40 They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were

tempted, were slain with the sword: they wandered about in
sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented; (Of
whom the world was not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in
mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. And these all, having
obtained a good report through faith, received not the promise: God
having provided some better thing for us, that they without us should

not be made perfect.
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57. Jesus said: The Kingdom of the Father is like a person
who has good seed. His enemy came by night and sowed a
weed among the good seed. The man did not permit them to
pull up the weed, he said to them: perhaps you will intend to
pull up the weed and you pull up the wheat along with it.
But, on the day of harvest the weeds will be very visible and

then they will pull them and burn them.

Matthew 13:24-30 He put before them another parable: The kingdom
of heaven may be compared to someone who sowed good seed in his
field; but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed
weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So when the plants
came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the
slaves of the householder came and said to him, Master, did you not
sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?
He answered, An enemy has done this. The slaves said to him, Then
do you want us to go and gather them? But he replied, No; for in
gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them.
Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I
will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles

to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.
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58. Jesus said: Blessed is the person who has suffered, for he

has found life. (Blessed is he who has suffered to find life
and found life).

Matthew 11:28 Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying

heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.

59. Jesus said: Look to the Living-One while you are alive,
otherwise, you might die and seek to see him and will be

unable to find him.

John 7:34 You will search for me, but you will not find me; and where

I am, you cannot come.

John 13:33 Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will
look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, Where I am

going, you cannot come.
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60. They saw a Samaritan carrying a lamb, on his way to
Judea. Jesus said to them: Why does he take the lamb with
him? They said to him: So that he may kill it and eat it. He
said to them: While it is alive he will not eat it, but only after
he kills it and it becomes a corpse. They said: How could he
do otherwise? He said to them: Look for a place of rest for
yourselves, otherwise, you might become corpses and be

eaten.
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61. Jesus said: Two will rest on a bed and one will die and
the other will live. Salome said: Who are you, man? As if
sent by someone, you laid upon my bed and you ate from
my table. Jesus said to her: I-Am he who is from that which
is whole (the undivided). I have been given the things of my
Father. Salome said: I'm your Disciple. Jesus said to her:
‘Thus, I say that whenever someone is one (undivided)

he will be filled with light, yet whenever he is divided
(chooses) he will be filled with darkness.

Luke 17:34 1 tell you, on that night there will be two in one bed; one
will be taken and the other left.
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62. Jesus said: I tell my mysteries to those who are worthy of

my mysteries. Do not let your right hand know what your left

hand is doing.

Mark 4:11 And he said to them, To you has been given the secret of

the kingdom of God, but for those outside, everything comes in

parables.

Matthew 6:3 But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know

what your right hand is doing.

Luke 8:10 He said, To you it has been given to know the secrets of the
kingdom of God; but for others they are in parables, so that seeing

they may not see, and hearing they may not understand.

Matthew 13:10-11 Then the disciples came and said to him, Why do
you speak to them in parables? And he answered them, To you it has

been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to then

it has not been given.
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63. Jesus said: There was a wealthy person who had much
money, and he said: I will use my money so that I may sow
and reap and replant, to fill my storehouses with grain so that
I lack nothing. This was his intention (is what he thought in
his heart) but that same night he died. Whoever has ears, let

him hear!

Luke 12:21 Then he told them a parable: The land of a rich man
produced abundantly. And he thought to himself, What should I do,
for I have no place to store my crops? Then he said, I will do this: I
will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store
all my grain and my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have
ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry. But
God said to him, You fool! This very night your life is being
demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they
be? So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are

not rich toward God.
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64. Jesus said: A person had houseguests, and when he had
prepared the banqﬁet in their honor he sent his servant to
invite the guests. He went to the first, he said to him: My
master invites you. He replied: I have to do business with
some merchants. They are coming to see me this evening. I
will go to place my orders with them. I ask to be excused
from the banquet. He went to another, he said to him: My
master has invited you. He replied to him: I have just bought
a house and they require me for a day. I will have no spare
time. He came to another, he said to him: My master invites
you. He replied to him: My friend is getting married and I
must arrange a banquet for him. I will not be able to come. I
ask to be excused from the banquet. He went to another, he
said to him: My master invites you. He replied to him: I have
bought a farm. I go to receive the rent. I will not be able to
come. I ask to be excused. The servant returned, he said to his
master: Those whom you have invited to the banquet have
excused themselves. The master said to his servant: Go out to
the roads, bring those whom you find so that they may feast.
And he said: Businessmen and merchants will not enter the

places of my Father.
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Lutke 14:16-24 Then Jesus said to him:, Someone gave a great dinner
and invited many. At the time for the dinner he sent his slave to say
to those who had been invited, Come; for everything is ready now. But
they all alike began to make excuses. The first said to him, 1 have
bought a piece of land, and I must go out and see it; please accept my
regrets. Another said, I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going
to try them out; please accept my regrets. Another said, I have just
been married, and therefore I cannot come. So the slave returned and
reported this to his master. Then the owner of the house became angry
and said to his slave, Go out at once into the streets and lanes of the
town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind, and the lame. And
the slave said, Sir, what you ordered has been done, and there is still
room. Then the master said to the slave, Go out into the roads and
lanes, and compel people to come in, so that my house may be filled.

For I tell you, none of those who were invited will taste my dinner.

Matthew 19:23 Then Jesus said to his disciples, Truly I tell you, it

will be hard for a rich person to enter the kingdom of heaven.

Matthew 22:1-14 And Jesus answered and spake unto them again by
parables, and said, The kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain king,
which made a marriage for his son, and sent his servants to call those
who were invited to the mm'rfr?ge feast; but they would not come.
Again he sent other servants, saying, Tell those who are invited,

Behold, I have made ready my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves are
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killed, and everything is ready; come to the marriage feast. But they
made light of it and went off, one to his farm, another to his business,
while the rest seized his servants, treated them shamefully, and killed
them. The king was angry, and he sent his troops and destroyed those
murderers and burned their city. Then he said to his servants, The
wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore to
the thoroughfares, and invite to the marriage feast as many as you
find. And those servants went out into the streets and gathered all
whom they found, both bad and good: so the wedding hall was filled
with guests. But when the king came in to look at the guests, e saw
there a man who had no wedding garment; and he said to him, Friend,
how did you get in here without a wedding garment? And he was
speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, Bind him hand and
foot, and cast him into the outer darkness; there men will weep and

gnash their teeth. For many are called, but few are chosen.
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65. He said: A kind person who owned a vineyard leased it
to tenants so that they would work it and he would receive
the fruit from them. He sent his servant so that the tenants
would give to him the fruit of the vineyard. They seized his
servant and beat him nearly to death. The servant went, he
told his master what had happened. His master said: Perhaps
they did not recognize him. So, he sent another servant. The
tenants beat him also. Then the owner sent his son. He said:
Perhaps they will respect my son. Since the tenants knew that
he was the heir to the vineyard, they seized him and killed

him. Whoever has ears, let him hear!

Matthew 21:33-39 Listen to another parable. There was a landowner
who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it,
and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to
another country. When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves
to the tenants to collect his produce. But the tenants seized his slaves
and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. Aguain he sent other
slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same way.
Finally he sent his son to them, saying, They will respect my son. But
when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, This is the
heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance. So they seized him,

threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him.
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Mark 12:1-9 And he began to speak to them in parables. A man
planted a vineyard, and set a hedge around it, and dug a pit for the
wine press, and built a tower, and let it out to tenants, and went into
another country. When the time came, he sent a servant -to the
tenants, to get from them some of the fruit of the vineyard. And they
took him and beat him, and sent him away empty-handed. Again he
sent to them another servant, and they wounded him in the head, and
treated him shamefully. And he sent another, and him they killed; and
so with many others, some they beat and some they killed. He had still
one other, a beloved son; finally he sent him to them, saying, They
will respect my somn. But those tenants said to one another, This is the
heir: come, let us kill him, and the inheritance will be ours. And they
took him and killed him, and cast him out of the vineyard. What 1il]
the owner of the vineyard do? He will come and destroy the tenants,

and give the vineyard to others.

Luke 20:9-16 And he began to tell the people this parable: A man
planted a vineyard, and let it out to tenants, and went into another
country for a long while. When the tinie came, he sent a servant to the
tonants, that they should give him some of the fruit of the vineyard;
but the tenants beat him, and sent him away empty-handed. A;:s.d he
sent another servant; him also they beat and treated shamefully, and

sent him away empty-handed. And he sent yet a third; this one they
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wounded and cast out. 13 Then the owner of the vineyard said, What
shall T do? I will send my beloved son; it may be they will respect him.
14 But when the tenants saw him, they said to themselves, This is the
heir; let us kill him, that the inheritance may be ours. 15 And they
cast him out of the vineyard and killed him. What then will the owner
of the vineyard do to them? 16 He will come and destroy those
tenants, and give the vineyard to others. When they heard this, they

said, God forbid!
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66. Jesus said: Show me the stone which the builders have

rejected. It is that one that is the cornerstone (keystone).

Matthew 21:42 Jesus said to them, Have you never read in the
scriptures: The very stone which the builders rejected has become the

head of the corner; this was the Lord's doing, and it is marvelous in

our eyes?

Mark 12:10-11 Have you not read this scripture: The very stone
which the builders rejected has become the head of the corner: this was

the Lord's doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes?

Luke 20:17 But he looked at them and said, What then does this text
mean: The stone that the builders rejected has become the

cornerstone?
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67. Jesus said: Those who know everything but themselves,
lack everything. (whoever knows the all and still feels a

personal lacking, he is completely deficient).

Jeremiah 17:5- 10 Thus saith the LORD; Cursed be the man that
trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth
from the LORD. For he shall be like the heath in the desert, and shall
not see when good cometh; but shall inhabit the parched places in the
wilderness, in a salt land and not inhabited. Blessed is the man that
trusteth in the LORD, and whose hope the LORD is. For he shall be
as a tree planted by the waters, and that spreadeth out her roots by the
river, and shall not see when heat cometh, but her leaf shall be green;
and shall not be careful in the year of drought, neither shall cease from
yielding fruit. The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately
wicked: who can know it? I the LORD search the heart, I try the
reins, even to give every man according to his ways, and according to

the fruit of his doings.
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68. Jesus said: Blessed are you when you are hated and
persecuted, but they themselves will find no reason why you

have been persecuted.

Matthew 5:11 Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute

you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.

Luke 6:22 Blessed are you when men hate you, and when they exclude
you and revile you, and cast out your name as evil, on account of the

Son of man!

69. Jesus said: Blessed are those who have been persecuted in
their heart these are they who have come to know the Father
in truth. Jesus said: Blessed are the hungry, for the stomach
of him who desires to be filled will be filled.

Matthew 5:8 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

Luke 6:21 Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled.
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70. Jesus said: If you bring forth what is within you, it will
save you. If you do not have it within you to bring forth, that

which you lack will destroy you.

71. Jesus said: I will destroy this house, and no one will be

able to build it again.

Mark 14:58 We heard him say, I will destroy this temple that is made
with hands, and in three days I will build another, not made with

hands.
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72. A person said to him: Tell my brothers to divide the
possessions of my father with me. He said to him: Oh man,

who made me a divider? He turned to his Disciples, he said

to them: I'm not a divider, am I?

Luke 12:13-15 Someone in the crowd said to him, Teacher, tell my
brother to divide the family inheritance with me. But he said to him,
Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you? And he said

to them, Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for

one's life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.

73. Jesus said: The harvest is indeed plentiful, but the

workers are few. Ask the Lord to send workers for the

harvest.

Matthew 9:37-38 Then he said to his disciples, The harvest is

plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest

to send out laborers into his harvest.
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74. He said: Lord, there are many around the well, yet there is
nothing in the well. How is it that many are around the well

and no one goes into it?

75. Jesus said: There are many standing at the door, but only
those who are alone are the ones who will enter into the

Bridal Chamber.

Matthew 25:1-8 Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto
ten virgins, which took their lamps, and went forth to meet the
bridegroom. And five of them were wise, and five were foolish. They
that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them: But the
wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. While the bridegroom
tarried, they all slumbered and slept. And at midnight there was a cry
made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him. Then all
those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps. And the foolish said

unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps are gone out.
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76. Jesus said: The Kingdom of the Father is like a rich
merchant who found a pearl. The merchant was prudent. He
sold his fortune and bought the one pearl for himself. You
also, seek for his treasure which does not fail, which endures

where no moth can come near to eat it nor worm to devour it.

Matthew 13:45-46 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in

search of fine pearls; on finding one pearl of great value, he went and
sold all that hie had and bought it.

Matthew 6:19-20 Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth,
where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal;
but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth

nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal.
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77. Jesus said: I-Am the Light who is over all things, I-Am
the All. From me all came forth and to me all return (The All
came from me and the All has come to me). Split wood, there

am I. Lift up the stone and there you will find me.

Note:
Many scholars believe the order of verses 30 and 77 were
misplaced and these fwo verses should be connected as one

verse.

30. Jesus said: Where there are three gods, they are gods
(Where there are three gods they are without god). Where
there is only one, I say that I am with him. Lift the stone and

there you will find me, Split the wood and there am L.

John 8:12 Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, I am the light of the
world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will have

the light of life.

John 1:3 All things came into being through him, and without him

not one thing came into bemg.
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78. Jesus said: Why did you come out to the wilderness; to
see a reed shaken by the wind? And to see a person dressed
in fine (soft - plush) garments like your rulers and your
dignitaries? They are clothed in plush garments, and they are

not able to recognize (understand) the truth.

Matthew 11:7-9 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the
crowds about John: What did you go out into the wilderness fto look
at? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see?
Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in
royal palaces. What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell

you, and more than a prophet.
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79. A woman from the multitude said to him: Blessed is the
womb which bore you, and the breasts which nursed you!
He said to her: Blessed are those who have heard the word
(meaning) of the Father and have truly kept it. For there will
be days when you will say: Blessed be the womb which has

not conceived and the breasts which have not nursed.

Litke 11:27-28 While he was saying this, a woman in the crowd raised
her voice and said to him, Blessed is the womb that bore you and the
breasts that nursed you! But he said, Blessed rather are those who

hear the word of God and obey it!
Luke 23:29 For the days are surely coming when they will say,

Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that never bore, and the breasts

that never nursed.

87



Josepl Lumpkin

80. Jesus said: Whoever has come to understand (recognize)

the world (world system) has found the body (corpse), and
whoever has found the body (corpse), of him the world

(world system) is not worthy.

Hebrews 11:37-40 They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were
tempted, were slain with the sword: they wandered about in
sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented; (Of
whom the world was not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in
mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. And these all, having
obtained a good report through faith, received not the promise: God

having provided some better thing for us, that they without us should

not be made perfect.
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81. Jesus said: Whoever has become rich should reign, and let

whoever has power renounce it.

82. Jesus said: Whoever is close to me is close to the fire, and

whoever is far from me is far from the Kingdom.

John 14:6-9 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life:
no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. If ye had known me, ye
should have known my Father also: and from henceforth ye know him,
and have seen him. Philip saith unto him, Lord, show us the Father,
and it sufficeth us. Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time
with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen

me hath seen the Father;
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83. Jesus said: Images are visible to man but the light which
is within them is hidden. The light of the father will be

revealed, but he (his image) is hidden in the light.

84. Jesus said: When you see your reflection, you rejoice. Yet
when you perceive your images which have come into being
before you, which neither die nor can be seen, how much will

you have to bear?
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85. Jesus said: Adam came into existence from a great power
and a great wealth, and yet he was not worthy of you. For if

he had been worthy, he would not have tasted death.

86. Jesus said: The foxes have their dens and the birds have
their nests, yet the Son of Man has no place to lay his head

for rest.

Matthew 8:20 And Jesus said to him, Foxes have holes, and birds of

the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.
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87. Jesus said: Wretched is the body which depends upon
another body, and wretched is the soul which depends on

these two (upon their being together).

88. Jesus said: The angels and the prophets will come to you,
and what they will give you belongs to you. And you will
give them what you have, and say among yourselves: When

will they come to take (receive) what belongs to them?
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89. Jesus said: Why do you wash the outside of your cup? Do
you not understand (mind) that He who creates the inside is

also He who creates the outside?

Luke 11:39-40 Then the Lord said to him, Now you Pharisees clean
the outside of the cup and of the dish, but inside you are full of greed

and wickedness. You fools! Did not the one who made the outside

make the inside also?

90. Jesus said: Come unto me, for my yoke is comfortable
(natural) and my lordship is gentle— and you will find rest

for yourselves.

Matthew 11:28-30 Come to me, all you that are weary and are
carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon
you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you
will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is

light.
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Acts 15:5-17 But there rose up certain of the sect of the Pharisees
which believed, saying, That it was needful to circumcise them, and to
command them to keep the law of Moses. And the apostles and elders
came together for to consider of this matter. And when there had been
much disputing, Peter rose up, and said unto them, Men and
brethren, ye know how that a good while ago God made choice among
us, that the Gentiles by my mouth should hear the word of the gospel,
and believe. And God, which knoweth the hearts, bare them witness,
giving them the Holy Ghost, even as he did unto us; And put no
difference between us and them, purifying their hearts by faith. Now
therefore why tempt ye God, to put a yoke upon the neck of the
disciples, which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear? But we
believe that through the grace of the LORD Jesus Christ we shall be
saved, even as they. Then all the multitude kept silence, and gave
audience to Barnabas and Paul, declaring what miracles and wonders
God had wrought among the Gentiles by them. And after they had
held their peace, James answered, saying, Men and brethren, hearken
unto me: Simeon hath declared how God at the first did visit the
Gentiles, to take out of them a people for his name. And to this agree
the words of the prophets; as it is written, After this I will return,
and will build again the tabernacle of David, which is fallen down;
and I will build again the ruins thereof, and I will set it up: That the
residue of men might seek after the Lord, and all the Gentiles, upon

whom my name is called, saith the Lord, who doeth all these things.
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91. They said to him: Tell us who you are, so that we may
believe in you. He said to them: You examine the face of the
sky and of the earth, yet you do not recognize Him who is
here with you, and you do not know how to seek in (to
inquire of Him at) this moment (you do not know how to

take advantage of this opportunity).

John 9:36 He answered, And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may

believe in him.

Luke 12:54-56 He also said to the crowds, When you see a cloud
rising in the west, you immediately say, It is going to rain; and so it
happens. And when you see the south wind blowing, you say, There
will be scorching heat; and it happens. You hypocrites! You know
how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not

know how to interpret the present time?
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92. Jesus said: Seek and you will find. But in the past I did
not answer the questions you asked. Now I wish to tell them

to you, but you do not ask about (no longer seek) them.

Matthew 7:7 Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find;

knock, and the door will be opened for you.

93. Jesus said: Do not give what is sacred to the dogs, lest they
throw it on the dung heap. Do not cast the pearls to the

swine, lest they cause it to become dung (mud).

Matthew 7:6 Do not give what is holy to dogs; and do not throw your

pearls before swine, or they will trample them under foot and turn

and maul you.
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94. Jesus said: Whoever seeks will find. And whoever

knocks, it will be opened to him.

Matthew 7:8 For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who

searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened.

95. Jesus said: If you have money, do not lend at interest, but

rather give it to those from whom you will not be repaid.

Luke 6:34-35 If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive,
what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as
much again. But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting
nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be children

of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked.
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96. Jesus said: The Kingdom of the Father is like a woman

who has taken a little yeast and hidden it in dough. She

produced large loaves of it. Whoever has ears, let him hear!

Matthew 13:33 He told them another parable: The kingdom of heaven

is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of

flour until all of it was leavened.

97. Jesus said: The Kingdom of the Father is like a woman
who was carrying a jar full of grain. While she was walking
on a road far from home, the handle of the jar broke and the
grain poured out behind her onto the road. She did not know
it. She had noticed no problem. When she arrived in her

house, she set the jar down and found it empty.
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98. Jesus said: The Kingdom of the Father is like someone
who wished to slay a prominent person. While still in his
own house he drew his sword and thrust it into the wall in
order to test whether his hand would be strong enough. Then

he slew the prominent person.

99. His Disciples said to him: Your brethren and your mother
are standing outside. He said to them: Those here who do my
Father’s desires are my Brethren and my Mother. It is they

who will enter the Kingdom of my Father.

Matthew 12:46-50 While he was still speaking to the crowds, his
mother and his brothers were standing outside, wanting to speak to
him. Someone told him, Look, your mother and your brothers are
standing outside, wanting to speak to you. But to the one who had
told him this, Jesus replied, Who is my mother, and who are my
brothers? And pointing to his disciples, he said, Here are ny mother
and my brothers! For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is

my brother and sister and mother.
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100. They showed Jesus a gold coin, and said to him: The
agents of Caesar extort taxes from us. He said to them: Give
the things of Caesar to Caesar, give the things of God to God,

and give to me what is mine.

Mark 12:14-17 Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?
Should we pay then, or should we not? But knowing their hypocrisy,
he said to themn, Why are you putting me to the test? Bring me a
denarius and let me see it. And they brought one. Then he said to
them, Whose head is this, and whose title? They answered, The
emperor's. Jesus said to them, Give to the emperor the things that are
the emperor's, and to God the things that are God's. And they were

utterly amazed at him.

100



Tie Gospel Of Thomas

101. Jesus said: Whoever does not hate his father and his
mother, as I do, will not be able to become my Disciple. And
whoever does not love his father and his mother, as I do, will
not be able to become my disciple. For my mother bore me,

yet my true Mother gave me the life.

Matthew 10:37 Whoever loves father or mother niore than me is not
worthy of me; and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not

worthy of me.

102. Jesus said: Damn these Pharisees. They are like a dog
sleeping in the feed trough of oxen. For neither does he eat,

nor does he allow the oxen to eat.
Matthew 2:13 But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!

because you shut the kingdom of heaven against men; for you neither

enter yourselves, nor allow those who would enter to go in.

101



Joseph Lunipkin

103. Jesus said: Blessed (happy) is the person who knows at
what place of the house the bandits may break in, so that he

can rise and collect his things and prepare himself before

they enter.

Matthew 24:43 But understand this: if the owner of the house had

known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have

stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into.

104. They said to him: Come, let us pray today and let us fast.
Jesus said: What sin have I committed? How have I been
overcome (undone)? When the Bridegroom comes forth from

the bridal chamber, then let them fast and let them pray.
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105. Jesus said: Whoever acknowledges (comes to know)

father and mother, will be called the son of a whore.

106. Jesus said: When you make the two one, you will
become Sons of Man (children of Adam), and when you say

to the mountain: Move! It will move.

Mark 11:23 Truly I tell you, if you say to this mountain, Be taken up
and thrown into the sea, and if you do not doubt in your heart, but

believe that what you say will cone to pass, it will be done for you.
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107. Jesus said: The Kingdom is like a shepherd who has a
hundred sheep. The largest one of them went astray. He left
the ninety-nine and sought for the one until he found it.
Having searched until he was weary, he said to that sheep: I

desire you more than the ninety-nine.

Matthew 18:12-13 What do you think? If a shepherd has a hundred
sheep, and one of them has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-
nine on the mountains and go in search of the one that went astray?
And if he finds it, truly I tell you, he rejoices over it more than over

the ninety-nine that never went astray.
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108. Jesus said: Whoever drinks from my mouth will become
like me. I will become him, and the secrets will be revealed to

him. (The mouth is the gateway to the soul.)

109. Jesus said: The Kingdom is like a person who had a
treasure hidden in his field and knew nothing of it. After he
died, he bequeathed it to his son. The son accepted the field
knowing nothing of the treasure. He sold it. Then the person
who bought it came and plowed it. He found the treasure. He

began to lend money at interest to whomever he wished.

Matthew 13:44 The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a
field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells

all that he has and buys that field.
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110. Jesus said: Whoever has found the world (system) and

becomes wealthy (enriched by it), let him renounce the world

(system).

Mark 10:21-23 Then Jesus beholding him loved him, and said unto
him, One thing thou lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast,
and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and
come, take up the cross, and follow me. And he was sad at that saying,
and went away grieved: for he had great possessions. And Jesus looked
round about, and saith unto his disciples, How hardly shall they that

have riches enter into the kingdom of God!

111. Jesus said: Heaven and earth will roll up (collapse and
disappear) before you, but he who lives within the Living-
One will neither see nor fear death. For, Jesus said: Whoever

finds himself, of him the world is not worthy.
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112. Jesus said: Damned is the flesh which depends upon the

soul. Damned is the soul which depends upon the flesh.

113. His Disciples said to him: When will the Kingdom
come? Jesus said: It will not come by expectation (because
you watch or wait for it). They will not say: Look here! or:
Look there! But the Kingdom of the Father is spread upon the

earth, and people do not realize it.

Luke 17:20 And when he was demanded of by the Pharisees, when the
kingdom of God should come, he answered them and said, The
kingdom of God cometh not with observation: Neither shall they say,

Lo-Here! Lo-There! For, behold, the kingdom of God is within you.
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(Saying 114 was written later and was added to the original

text.)

114. Simon Peter said to them: Send Mary away from us, for
women are not worthy of this life. Jesus said: See, T will
draw her into me so that I make her male, in order that she
herself will become a living spirit like you males. For every
female who becomes male will enter the Kingdom of the

Heavens.
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Epilog

Having read the words of Thomas, what can we now say? Are
these the words of Jesus? Is this a true catalog of the sayings,
insights, and wisdom of the living Christ? Is Thomas simply
conveying to us his memories of what he heard from Jesus
when he walked the earth and taught the people? If these
sayings are true they force us to reexamine modern, orthodox

Christianity.

In the words of Jesus we find a plea, a command, to reach
inside and reveal our true self. In discovering and knowing
ourselves on the deepest level we will understand the kingdom
of Heaven is within us - it has always been. We will know
ourselves for what we are; the sons and daughters of the living

God.

Jesus warns against organized religion. He steers us away from
priests who steal the keys of the kingdom, keeping the truth
from the people. Heaven is not above us, nor below us, nor in
the hands of others, and not in any institution. God is in you

and around you and there heaven must be also.
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It is no wonder that the Gospel of Thomas was suppressed by
the early church. As the church struggled to consolidate its
authority and power, the enemy would have been individual,
spiritual advancement independent of ritual and rule. Yet, that
is the essence of what the Protestant church calls salvation, if all
other rituals and man-made rules were abandoned. It is the
awakening caused by a personal encounter with truth itself -

God, and when you are awake, fully awake, you can never fall

asleep to the truth again. But the church has fallen asleep again
and again, from reformation to reformation. Always, the body
politic of the church struggles to suppress or even kill those

rebels that have in some way awakened to the truth.

If you have ever felt as if there was more to existence than you
could see, that there was another world just behind the curtain

of your mind, that just out of reach was the full truth, Jesus’

words will echo within you and lead you into light.

What is the essential wisdom within The Gospel of Thomas?
Simply this; the search for self is the most difficult and
troubling journey anyone could ever attempt, but it is also the

only path with lasting spiritual results. If you can find what is

real and honest within you, and if you have the courage to
bring it forth, you will gain peace and strength and freedom

forever. To deny your selfishness is to refuse to overcome it. To
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deny your blindness is to be held hostage by it. To ignore the
longing in your heart for God is to die without knowing Him.
Worst of all, to refuse to bring forth the true and holy part of
you is to be destroyed by it as it sours and turns rancid within
you, unborn and unseen. In this state we are neither true to

God nor ourselves. We are lost and destined to suffer.

If we understand the Gospel we understand the clear and
elegant truth. God is in us and outside of us, impossible to
miss, undeniable to those who seek, and irresistible in His
grace. He is the forgiving and loving father who awaits our
return. A child knows the way and old men may realize they
have lost the way, but the masses become so involved in the

“world system” the way to God is forgotten or ignored.

“What must we do to be saved?” has been the same question
posed for thousands of years. Jesus’ answer in The Gospel of
Thomas is shockingly simple. “Become passers by” and “ bring
forth what is within you”. What does this mean? Become
detached. Don’t allow the world to posses you, but instead
view it as though you are watching from a distance. Separate
yourself from feelings based in a world that is temporary and
meaningless. Instead, focus on what is real within you. Find

that part of you that is part of Him. Keep it, let it gestate, and
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give birth to it in your words, deeds, and thoughts. Reject all
else.

How will you know it is done? What is the sign of your father
in you? It is peace in the midst of motion. It is movement and
rest. Whether the motion is external chaos or it is the emotions
of anger or fear, there is peace and rest in your spirit. As Jesus
commanded the storm, “peace, be still”, He also commands us
when he says, “Peace, peace I give to you. My peace 1 give to
you, not as the world gives it, but as I alone can give it”. But

first, we must understand and obey.

Whoever finds the interpretation of these sayings will not

taste death.

Let he who seeks not stop seeking until he finds, and when
he finds he will be troubled, and when he has been troubled
he will marvel (be astonished) and he will reign over all and

in reigning, he will find rest.

If those who lead you say to you: Look, the Kingdom is in the
sky, then the birds of the sky would enter before you. If they
say to you: It is in the sea, then the fish of the sea would enter
ahead of you. But the Kingdom of God exists within you and
it exists outside of you. Those who come to know (recognize)

themselves will find it, and when you come to know
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yourselves you will become known and you will realize that
you are the children of the Living Father. Yet if you do not
come to know yourselves then you will dwell in poverty and

it will be you who are that poverty.

Recognize what is in front of your face, and what has been
hidden from you will be revealed to you. For there is nothing
hidden which will not be revealed (become manifest), and

nothing buried that will not be raised.

I will give to you what eye has not seen, what ear has not
heard, what hand has not touched, and what has not occurred

to the mind of man.

Unless you fast from the world (system), you will not find the

Kingdom of God.

I stood in the midst of the world. In the flesh I appeared to
them. I found them all drunk; I found none thirsty among
them. My soul grieved for the sons of men, for they are blind
in their hearts and do not see that they came into the world
empty and they are destined (determined) to leave the world
empty. However, now they are drunk. When they have
shaken off their wine, then they will repent (change their

ways).
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Many times have you yearned to hear these sayings which I
speak to you, and you have no one else from whom to hear
them. There will be days when you will seek me but you will

not find me.
Become passers-by.

Blessed is the solitary and chosen, for you will find the
Kingdom. You have come from it, and unto it you will return.
If they said to you: From where do you come? Say to them:
We have come from the Light, the place where the Light came
into existence of its own accord and he stood and appeared in
their image. If they say to you: Is it you? (Who are you?), say:
We are his Sons and we are the chosen of the Living Father. If
they ask you: What is the sign of your Father in you? Say to

them: It is movement with rest.

Those who know everything but themselves, lack everything.
(whoever knows the all and still feels a personal lacking, he

is completely deficient).

If you bring forth what is within you, it will save you. If you
do not have it within you to bring forth, that which you lack
will destroy you.
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“I-Am” the Light who is over all things, “I-Am” the All
From me all came forth and to me all return (The All came
from me and the All has come to me). Split wood, there am I

Lift up the stone and there you will find me.

Whoever is close to me is close to the fire, and whoever is far

from me is far from the Kingdom.

Whoever drinks from my mouth will become like me. I will

become him, and the secrets will be revealed to him.

Heaven and earth will roll up before you, but he who lives
within the Living-One will neither see nor fear death.
Whoever finds himself, of him the world is not worthy.

(The mouth of the master feeds the soul. The mouth is the
gateway to the soul, thus the words of his mouth is a soul-to-

soul communication.)
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