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without its aid” (A comparative Grammar of the Dravidian and
family of South Indian Languages, P.47)
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[n 1931, speaking at the Albert Hall on, “Our duty to India”,
Winston Churchill argued that, “To abandon India, to the rule of
the Brahmins (who in is his opinion dominated the Congress Party)
would be an act of cruel and wickat negligence. India will fall back
quite rapidly through the centuries into the karbanism and privations

of the Middle Ages”. - Ramachandra Goha, in India After Gandhi,
Reader’s Digest, August, 2014, P5.
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Dr. Caldwell Bi-Centenary Celebration
(1814-2014)

Arignar Peravai

Dr. Caldwell’s Life and Work: A Turning Point
in the History of Tamil Language

By

Prof. Dr. V. Sivaprakasam™

e o

Introduction

Dr. Cardwell’s Life and Work is not only Worthy of emulation
but a bulwark for the protagonist of the regional languages’ official
sovereignty and supremacy among the comity of Regional Languages
based nation-states of India. His monumental work entitled, “A
Comparative Grammar of the Dravidian or South Indian family
of languages™ has unearthed the inter-relation between the South
Indian Languages such as Tamil, Telugu, Kannatam, Malayalam
and Tulu, besides other Indian Languages spoken by the people
from Kanyakumari to Kashmir and Afganistan. As a missionary, he
knows 18 languages from Greek to Tamil. That is the reason why he
was able to compare and contrast the origin and growth of grammars
of different languages, while he wrote comparative grammar of the
Dravidian Languages, which accorded him the title, “The Father of
the book on Dravidian Languages.” Now, it has became a lode star
of the linguists researchers, Sociologist, Philologist and Historians.

After the advent of the word “Dravidian™ in his book, the
political and Social history of India has undergone tremendous
changes, particularly in Tamil Nadu.

How was Dr. Caldwell Inspired?

Dr. Caldwell himself has written about this in his diary as:
“Whilst studying in Glasgow, | imbibed that love of comparative
philosophy which has ever since grown with my growth. I was led
in this direction by the natural bent of my own mind but my interest
in the subject took shape and deepened through the influence of the
lectures of Sir. Daniel Sandford, our Professor of Greek, enthusiastic
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Scholar who is his acquaintance with comparative philology.
a subject then studied chiefly in Germany, was far in advance of
most of the scholars of his own country and time. | remember then
forming the resolution that if I ever found myself amongst strange
races speaking strange languages | should Endeavour so to study
those languages as to qualify myself to write something about them
that should be useful to the world. This early formed resolution was
the seed out of which eventually my Comparative grammar of the
Dravidian Languages grew.”

The greatness of Tamil among the Dravidian and Indian
LLanguages

No doubt, before the arrival of Aryans, throughout India all
kinds of Dravidian Languages were spoken and written, including
Brahui in Afganistan and Munda in the sub-continent. Even though
Sanskrit is closely related with Greek, Latin and Persian Languages
both in grammar and words, the Dravidian Languages of South
India are not basically related with Sanskrit Language.

While most of the, of late, North Indian Languages are based
on Sanskrit, Persian and Arabic Languages, the South Indian
Languages are not related with Sanskrit Language. Perhaps
Malayalam, Kannadam, Telugu are more mixed with Sanskrit
words. But, fundamentally Tamil Language without the Sanskrit
and words could be spoken and written in the most chastised form.,
unlike other Dravidian Languages.

This is how Dr. Caldwell established the fact that the Tamil
Grammar is basically and fundamentally different from that of
Sanskrit. The former grammar namely, Tholkappiam is based on
logic and reason and which forms the basis for the independence
and sovereignty of the Tamil Language from the influence of other
world languages, particularly from Sanskrit. This is borne out from
his own statement:

“This classification of nouns though not so imaginative as
that of the Indo-European and Semitic tongues, is decidedly more
philosophical; for the difference between rational beings and beings
of things which are destitute of reason is more momentous and
essential, than any difference that exists between the sexes.... The
peculiar Dravidian law of gender which has now been described
would appear to be a result of progressive intellectual and
grammatical cultivation.” (C.G220)
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Again to quote Dr. Caldwell’s deep analytical skill in the
comparative study of Dravidian Languages as,

“It is true it would be now difficult for Telugu to dispense with its
Sanskrit; more so for Canaries and most of all for Malayalam, those
languages having borrowed from Sanskrit so largely, and being so
habituated to look up to it for help, that it would be scarcely possible
for them now to assert their independence. Tamil, however, the most
highly cultivated in intra of all Dravidian idioms, can dispense with
its Sanskrit altogether, if need be, and not only stand alone but
flourish without its aid.” —C.G. Int.45)

A Good Samaritan

As a Christian Missionary he strived very hard to convert
the original inhabitance into the Christianity in the area namely;
[dayankudi where he lived, he brought about a sea-change in the
way of life of the people, socially, economically and culturally.
This action attracted opposition from the ruling class of Hindus
particularly from Brahmins. This could be stated from the London
Times:

“In 1838 he (Caldwell) found the native converts sneered at
by the governing race as “rice Christians” and disdained by the
Brahmins and educated Hindus as a new low caste begotten of
ignorance and hunger. Not long before his death, the Director of
Public Instruction in Madras declared that it the native Christians
maintain the present rate of educational progress they will before
long engross the leading positions in professional life in Southern
India.” —W.W.Hunter,-London Times, 19th October, 1891)

Conclusion

Dr. Caldwell came to India, Tamil Nadu, particularly to
Tirunelveli-ldaiyankudi to serve the people and convert them into
Christianity through the spread of education and Bible teachings.
He succeeded in his mission. His contribution to Tamil Language
is formidable and everlasting so he is remembered by all Tamils,
Dravidians and scholars all over the world on this bi-centenary
celebration. To conclude,

“A true servant of God, a profound scholar, a man of persistent
and whole-hearted devotion to the one great purpose of his life, he
strove to raise and benefit in the highest and fullest sense the whole
mass of the people in whose midst he spend more than half a century
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of his noble life. Their bodily, mental, spiritual and social welfare
were all alike the objects of his unceasing solicitude and effort.
The large village of Idayanguide, with its magnificent Church, its
regular streets, commodious and comfortable houses, hospitals and
schools and many other appliances for the welfare and elevation of
the people abundantly illustrates the many-sided character of his
great life-work. Few missionaries who came out to India surpassed
him in scholarship, in success in the work of winning souls or in
breath and saintliness of character. He was familiar with eighteen
languages and has left behind him as abiding moments of his
learning a comparative grammar of the Dravidian languages and
a History of Tinnevelly besides other literary productions of less
importance.”

-The Centenary History of the C

Reference Notes: (A Comparative Grammar of the Dravidian or
South Indian Family of Languages by Caldwell)

Section - |

l. Indo — European Affinities, P.452-465,

2. Six Rules to find Dravidian words in Sanskrit — lexicons
3. Sanskrit Affinities, P.466-67

4. Indo-European Affinities, P.491-495

Section-Il:

1. Semitic Affinities, P.491-495

2. Dravidian & Hebrew, P.492-495

Section-lll:

I. Scythian Affinities, P.496-509, More closer to Scythian
Affinities
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