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ENGLISH PREFACE <
The 1'&:!.i_g_i<_:_a;1_s and _p_h.iloso_phical matter that appears in the
following pages form the substance of my presidential
speech delivered on the 15th of October, 1927, at the
42nd annual meeting of the Saiva Siddhanta Sabha at
Trichi Rock Fort. What was briefly treated in the
course of the delivery is now expanded into its full final
form; and to a few Piuranic Jegends then quoted to illus-
trate the degenerated notions about God and religion,
some more are now added to make the treatment of the
subject complete within its bounds. The object of this
little book is to disclose the vast difference that lies
between the ancient form of Saiva religion and its
modern form.

In very ancient times the theoretical side of Saivism
had been purely philosophical, while its practical side,
which consisted in bringing into an intimate relation of
love the human and the Divine selves, tended to a worship
of luminous bodies such as the Sun and the Moon and
also fire which constitutes the essence of all bright objects:
God was conceived to be a subtle spiritual light which
manifests itself in the chief physical luminary the Sun, so -
that all rites, religious observances, and original myths in
Saivism clung around this resplendent body. For us who
have come to think of the appsarances of the sun and the
moon as so many natural occurrences that uniformly take
place in the realm of dead matter, they have lost their
high purpose and significance. But to our ancestors who
lived in closerelationship with Nature, they had been a
-great worlder, and to their then more clear, vivid, quick
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and penetrating intuitive sense they revealed the gracious
presence of a loving heavenly Father. What they per-
ceived by means of their intuiton, and what they loved so
ardently in the manifestations of light, had not been a mere
figment of their imagination, but a reality informed with

- fnite love and intelligence and capable of readily
responding to the prayers of a fervent heart. It 1s this
love, this intelligence in the Supreme Being which is
otherwise transcendental and incomprehensible to the finite
understanding of the human selves, that impels 1t to mani-
fest itself to those who are pious and davoted.
Fortunately for us we are In possession of rare
internal evidences in the heart-melting hymns sung by
St. Manickavachakar and other Saivite Saints in glory of
[ord Siva, sufficient to convince us of the reality of God's
sudden manifestation to them in tangible form. From the
references made b}mihem in several of their hymns, we
are in a position to study the essential nature of the
personality of God and how it blesses the few fit, _pidﬁs,
sincere souls. Except the mspired utterances of such
exceptionally pure and favoured saints of Saivism, others
can give us no clue to a clear, and definite conception of
_ God’s personality. So far as my knowledge of other
9 | religious saints is concerned, 1 dare say that I could get
! not even a single glimpse from their hymns and sayings

| (Whose genuineness th(}ugh I do not Cﬂ“ ill question as
modern critics and commentators do) with reference to
the vision of God they had, if they had any, and the
nature and description of the personality they had thus
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seen. But in the case of the Saiva Saints as St. Manicka-
vachakar and St. Thirujnanasambandha, we are extremely
glad to say that we are left in no uncertainity either with
regard to their authorship of their sacred hymns or with
regard to the vision of God they had and the definitely
clear descripition they give of the Hevenly Father and
Mother that had ccme to them. When we enter the
region of the sacred Saiva literature, we find ourselves to

our great wonder and pleasurc that we are on the safe,

solid ground of genuine historical facts. From our most
ancient sage Tholkappiar whose age goes back to 3500B. C. |

to St. Thiruvalluvar and the founders and teache;b
of Saiva religion, all have left behind them their valu'lblea
literary and religious works which embody their thoghts
on arts, ethics, psychology, philosophy and religion.

- Although the Aryan, Buddhist and Jamn immigrants/
came and settled in the Tamil country as early as the 1st
century of the Christian era, their influence could not'
touch even the fringe of the Tamilian mind, So strongly
did the mind of the cultured Tamil people cling to the
realities of life and existence, that the Ar an utes and
myths, ‘and the Buddhistand ]am nihilism_ could find no
entrance into it, great as had been their efforts to achieve
it. But the modern Mazavada Vedanta a11dVB_§_§£lna\1am
which came to spread here after the 8th centur y A.D.
achieved what their predecessors could not achieve, ‘,
simply by fabricating fictitious, obscene, and licentic us(
Puranic stories and thus catching the fancy of the Tamil
people. This influx of the Aryan falsehood into Tami]
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led to the formation of a class of literature which is
notorious for the most degraded type of 'Puranic religion
Saiva, Sakta and Vaishnava. To the best of my ability
[ have endeavoured in the following treatise to sift this
@ggrel mixture and disentangle the golden truths' of
Saiva 1ellg10n from the empty F‘llsehoods of other novel
religions. The task is no easier one and it cannot further
be appreciated even ' by the Saivites whose mind is
dyed deep in the Aryan myths.: Still I have candidly
executed it in the interest of the ancient, and genuine

Tamilian thought, and am" emboldened in its execution

by the prospect of a rising generation devoted solely to
the cause of truth. May the glory of Lord Siva the
almighty = God of the universe shine for eyey!

The Sacred Order Of Love '

Pallavaram, - VEDACHALAM
12th May, 1929. J
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